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The present work serves as a summary of the vexillological efforts carried out over many years
by the State Council of Heraldry at the Parliament of Georgia, its commissions, and a dedicated
group of researchers interested in heraldry. This research utilized the archives of the State Council
of Heraldry, whose chairman, Mamuka Gongadze, actively participated in the project. Since 2011,
the Council of Heraldry has been a member of the Fédération internationale des associations
vexillologiques (FIAV), fostering connections with leading heraldic and vexillological institutions
worldwide.

As part of the project, we collaborated closely with the University of Antwerp. Luc Duer-
loo, their professor of History, an esteemed historian and president of the Flemish Heraldic
Council, served as a foreign advisor. As a member of the board of the International Academy of
Heraldry and a prolific author in the field, his expertise and international networks significantly
enriched the project.

We also established a connection with the Belgian State Archives, where Professor lason Jonge-
pier, head of the Digitization and Digital Valorization Service, served as another foreign advisor.
Access to these collections, combined with his expertise in maps and archives, proved invaluable,
particularly in the study of portolan charts.

Throughout the project, the support of the Council of Heraldry was critical in acquiring porto-
lan maps from foreign archives. Over the years, the Council amassed and preserved a remarkable
collection of maps from European archives and libraries, an undertaking that began in 1998 with
Eldar Shengelaia’s initiative to bring a copy of Angelino Dulceti’s 1339 portolan from France. This
effort was continued by Mamuka Gongadze, who acquired maps such as Angelino Dulceti’s 1330
and 1340 portolans, Francesco and Domenico Pizzigani’s 1367 chart, and Guillelmus Soleri’s chart
from 1368-1385. Within the framework of this project, the process of gathering materials received
renewed emphasis. Research was conducted in major repositories, including the Bibliotheque na-
tionale de France, the British Library, the National Maritime Museum in Greenwich, the Vatican
Library, the Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana in Florence, the Museo Galileo, the Biblioteca Nazi-
onale Centrale di Firenze, the Archivio di Stato di Firenze, the Biblioteca Palatina in Parma, the
Museo Maritim de Barcelona, Yale University’s Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library, the
Department of Geography at Humboldt University of Berlin, the State Science Library of Olomouc,
the Galata Museo del Mare, and the Hispanic Society Museum & Library, among others.



To date, we have gathered and analyzed numerous nautical charts featuring flags used in Geor-
gian territories, including nearly two dozen representations of flags with five crosses. A catalog of
these findings is included in this work.

Finally, I extend heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed, even in small ways, to the project.
While listing all their names would be impossible, I wish to highlight a few individuals:

— Professor Luc Duerloo, for his active participation in the project and for shedding light on the
1460-61 Burgundian report of the Georgian Embassy.

— Nicolas Vernot, a researcher at CY Cergy Paris University and counselor of the International
Academy of Heraldry, for providing French-language literature and insights into the symbolic sig-
nificance of the five crosses in Christian liturgy.

— Professor Jason Jongepierre, for his participation in the project.

— Italian researcher Alberto Quartapelle, for sharing a rare photocopy of Giovanni di Carignano’s
map.

— Teona Yashvili, General Director of the National Archives of Georgia, and Keti Asatiani, head
of the scientific department, for granting access to Georgian royal documents.

— Professor Maia Pataridze of Ilia State University, for contributing numismatic materials.

This work would not have been possible without their invaluable support and dedication.

Mamuka Tsurtsumia,
Thilisi, 2024
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Lo 3mbggd0l LomMIosb IMBsgama ba(30mbamMmn EMMIob GMo©N(300 S sLNYMIMML
dnbo go3mgmnbgdab yzgmos sb3g4@ 0. bbmM g sdo@md, goMms mogabomsgsew bLadgzbogmHm
0o gdnmadobs, 33mag30 JoMormon babgmdbogm mmdal dgbobgd Lsomegds dbmmme
03909306 Rahmadl s 0dgbl 3Msd@nzmem 860d369mmbal J39960L ngmemaoabs @
obGmGabomgab.

17



dJdd LI35I6336NL LILE3OM
hJbJoN

dbmgmam 693950 (Mappaemundi)

39, 396Md 0dabs, ™I LogM 3930 MGG NEMgdal naMacns, 36nd36gmm3sbn 0bgm™-
do(300b Byatm(zos, GmM3gmdos mgambasmmongss sbabmmo 0dMmobogmn ggmamago-
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bo-g0630MBgdoL gabobyMgdmes. 3oMmEBMamMoxnqgol o6 s0b@gMgbgdosm GgMoGmmanl
3oL3@od Mo Mg3Mmon (300 S Mebsdy30 ©gESMgd0; 0b0bo 56 nbbMogmM©bgb gwsdon-
Bl 3meo@ozmo ogmgnlb ob gobogyce bLbmmow Aggbgdabszgb, Mmams 53sb mes-
bodgmgg Mm3960 (3@0mmdgb, 5Madge (300mmMobgb dmgzom ab, Mmamey sMgbs
0396 mob dgbod30bsmzob.* bmgemom G 3980b MImegmgbo BN3bymgds, 3gmamaogn-
@ab boz3mo, oEsd@ni o s dm@smab@mo ngm. dsmn Loddmmaddo obGmGaabs
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abBmMM0gdo s LggHmeMmo mgagbgdn s oG bamas JMobBnsbyma s dodemoyMa
GM3mamogns. Mmamts bgbo, o 33630905 Mol 0s6gma ab@mmool badn dmsgetn dmg-
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3396000 dyma3 3969300056 dgsMgdom, dals M 30Dy ggbes dg3MoE oEL® >Nl go-
dmbobyymo. dbasgb Igommb 30dsMmagzl n@omam@n ba@dmadmdals donm 3gmo 3oM@Gmama-
30 bamgs@ g 3omgb@@mabsi® 1511 Brab bdgmmsedns bmgal, dogo bemgabs s abag-
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mOBsbomosbo  ©MHMIgdo  Lgdob-
BmM3mmdg  sbofgs  3g60635bsb
G 390bg: ) 1476 Beals Gygs (Bib-
liothéque de Genéve, Ms. lat. 81, f.
3v), 8) 1508 Bemals My30 (Biblioteca
Apostolica Vaticana, MS Borg.Carte.
naut. VIII).

% domenko, O6paz Mupa Ha CmapuHHbLX
nopmonanax, 182.

mgm 9360m30lb O30y, bLos ML3smgmal AHMIgdolb bozzmoe 3MBLESbENbM3mmby,
Lommbogbs s BMa30DdMbB dadbG b s GMI30DMBal 033gMnnl smBoggdls o 3o-
mgmemamba® 339b93L g3bgoegm, bmmm a96m0b dggm 3memmbagdbg 3ogsb, 39Mabs o
LydILEGM3MEM Dby 33z 63abrs gnmManl EMHMAgdo BHasmgdL (Mmzs 10).

s60b d9dmbggzgda(s, Bmegbsg bbgamabbgs pMmalb 3omEmamaggda (3bx930bs o sg3b-
51g00L §9M0@MM0ddg M 3bm, M0 Bgbgz0m s8R M™Msb 39330630 Fymez Loddmemgdl
35dmboboggb. 3mEEasman®o bgmmal Bomdmdswaqgbgmo bm@mbg g sgasta 1492 Beals
b3gmmadns bmazal, dogo demzabs s smdmbsgmgm s@mab@ozolb Myzobg bmgdal (c. de
cuba) 300053mgd3d0 0M0do© 35900533900, MmbbaBomnsb moyzeMom3sb-36356g Mmsls
0053bg8L (b, 24). 3mBGMasmogmo mddsdy myaba 1563 Bemal bIgmmsdns degal,

dogo dgabs s g3em3al G30%g d0gdg0bmolb bgdmm a30R39698L @M™MABsL Mgodndnsba

mdemmb 356b33me3000 mogzeMmEmaseb 39mdg (bym. 25). o mb3snEo OHMAob gotns-
(300bsb MBS 334mMbmgl Laddyg, MoEash Lbgs MLdsmuMa MHMAgdas Abgssl LEomdos
353900900 53@mMM0 dom Mogzemdg mJMmon gsdmbabeglh s sbgmngg @MmPss mb-
domgmab 3mb@Mmmomgdae hpommgom sg3Mozsdo. mmoggdalb mgsbol 30gs gfomn Bom-
dmdoa9bgmal @mdnbam memagsl 1568 bemals m& 30Dy LydsbGm3memal mazdg Bo-
omgdL M™MIs, HM3mal Boomgm 39mdg MmdMOmb @ dss sgdamo (L. 26). 0. 3m3gbzmb
SBMom, og 0gmabbdgds JHabGnsb 3m@mB3mbgms bLENL Bndsbo s s bgmboymMgma bog-
dobowamdo (nbab Robodggdo s@aomn).t sbgma 3mbsdMgds bagdams, Mowmasb 38 @Mmab-
sm30b bgdabBM3medo 3ommmao 3nFn g3mgbool dobos oo bBoL gogJdgdamn aym.

XVI bogy 3960056 bogomnggmmb Lodmgam Lobsdnmmby 398 bamow mLbdsmgmal 033g-
00l MHM3gdL 3bgosgm, Lbgsabbgs ggMobs s gmMm3al babggzeMdmgamggdom, Mo
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|t1‘-_|u|"bl Id. -

5®9335@ Mo dbabagl 3mmo@nz Mo gomamgdab (33momgdslb s dog drgsada myfdqgdals
3505@mMbgdsl. 93 EMMAgdol JMomgbomgdol dndofom sMogomsta gombgs o6 dgadmgds
5MbgdmdmgL s nbobn 3Mogmemss Bamdmmagbomo Rzqgbo OHMAgdolb oG ommadn. myy3-
(39, 9600 g56g3mgds 3506(3 NYbES 35bYLEM™. JoMmamos, 1451 s 1454 Bemgddo mb-
domgdds MK gM osMmdogl s godaM(339L (364180 s BInMOE smMbMgdEbgb Sdmbagmgm
d530D30L30Mgol, doc 30065 NFoMEsm JoMorym dobsdyg bobgmdmagsem ggbalb dmznwg-
ds. dbmmme 1578 Bgmb 0ogmmbgb mbdsmgdo domdals, gmmabs ©s (3630l bogbo-
aMgdL, (30699330 goMbaDMBgda Asoygbgl s Lmbdalb gomsngma(z dg4dbgL. s30bws do-
Mbgogem, 08 @0l gogmgboom, Gm3 dogo drmgs 0339 MLIsmgmal Gdsw oym J3gmo,
XVI Loy 36l @sbobynboseb gzdmm3mmo M 3980 bodsMmggmmb dogo demgolb Lodm&GEm
Jomadgdbg mbdsme@n Loddmemonzolb godmbobgzel 0bygdgb.

M(36mdo 3mEEmasmagmal dog®m 1502 bgmb dgbEmmgdym, 336&0bmb 3msbab-
RIEmE (36mdoem FbmGmomb Ladbmgom M30bg BoDOLMEL Lod 3MMbs o9 Led 3Mwasbo Bo-
nge-mAx-Bocmgmo @OH™Mdss dbgmam gobemBggo Bobggetdmgsemggdom (Grmzs 36).47 3qL-
0bgemo 3ng@em Aybm mogolb 1508 o 1511 Bemgdal M4y393dg 1339 LdsLEM3MEmDg 458m-
Labaglh MLbsem@ Bobggamdmgatgl, dogge dgdmbgggado baomge 3gmdg mdGmmoa, beagnm
39mEgasb meMo mJMmb babgzsmdmazstnm Bomgm Mmmdsl n6nds mMew 3ymab (Gmgs 11).
28 396096(300L 03MdgmaqdL 8nbngg d30ma gs3M3m Aybm,® MmIgma(s bobgzemdmzemnsbo
Boogmo emmdgdoom 1620 Bemal M9y30bg LydsbGM3MEbs s dogdgnbmal godmbabagl, bemem
1525 o 1633 Bemgdab G1393bg — LgdabGm3meb (M gs 37).

396999m0 3gbgmb@g dogamemmb 1548 Bemall dogo drgalb Myzolb M™MIgddg BgMgda
dgbo(33mgdamos: badga®gmmbs (Mengrelia) s sgbsbgmdy (Avogaxia) mbdsmm@o @Mm-
dob mg@mb 39Dy Boomgmon bobgzemdmaamags. sbgmagg dgbs33mgdamo ggcgdoo m3gm-
0698L dobo ¢33Bmbo 370 RO3M3M dsgomemm, Gm3gmdsy 1561 Brmol B30y dood-
d9do30 bonal LydsbGm3meal gobog@ob Mmagzdy mJMmb 39mbg Boogmo mLbdsm&n
bobggzemdmngzofyg o0@ebs (G435 49), abggg Mmamz 1564 s 1602 Bemal G4 393bg Lgdsb-
&m3mabs s gmmob 30609893%g (39080 51 s 52). sbgmogg Mmdgdos 1563 Brals
1 39bg, LdES(3 30M39maE 3bgEegm Jnmsenbabs (cotetis) s sbam(30bob 30609898 (calzi-
chea) Boogmo mbdsmuMo BobgzeMdmzatno mdmmb ggmdg (Gm3zs 50). mnd(3s, ghmasb
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of America, MS K28.
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88 Boomn Boogbomdal dgbobgd ab. As-
tengo, “The Renaissance Chart Tradition in
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bgmosbo ©@A™Mds LgdobGm3mmdy
gomgmdm bmegolb 1368-85 6E.
tm3ody. Bibliothéque nationale de
France, MS GE B-1131 (RES).
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si Kiitiiphanesi, MS Hazine 1826.
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RO3M3mbas a0gde bgmo s 1562 Bemal Gz0dg LgdabGm3memal Bomgmo mbdsemnEn

babggomdmzgamal g39M0m, gmmal eHMIsDdy Bomgm 39mdg mdGmb Bobggemdmgatyg go-
dmbobe.

Bmame s Bobl, g3mm3gmn 938 Mmoo mb3smuMo eMmdal gyl o@sm o agnEy-
300696, doozomo 3obdy aodmbabyymn BobgzaMdmgatg oym. sbg dogomomsm, 3mEEGn-
3smogemo 3bmbndab 1550-60 b6. B30 3moEm@ by (gato) mbdsmy® MMl moygzoMom-
396 39mbg MmgMmb Bobggzamdmgamom a30fzqgbgdlL (Bm3s 46); dgMdgbo gmeMxgom bLowg-
Aol (gomsdmes) 1552 Bemnl dogn brgab Myyze 3o @obogmagm LadoMoggmml 39648 qol
boomggmo mbdsmuMo EMHmdgdom sgnmEmgdl: sg3masbnsdg bomgmao bobggemdmgamags
mgmmb g3gmdg, LydsbBmM3mmDy — MmgMmb bobgzeMdmgatg Boomgm 39mbdyg, momadgasby
(tamansa) — bomgmo bobggomdmgatg mdmmbg, ambomdg (gonea) — mgoa bobggemdmgatg
Mog35MEM356 39mbg (L. 102). bogmal 1560 s 1561 Brmgdol M 393D sx3bsbgmdo,
bob dm3dmMsl yumgdg (C. de buxio) s bsb smobadgdy (Sta Sofia), 3bgwsgm dgcdbyman
3oMBMaMox00l GMon(300m 0b&gM3M g8 0Mgdam mbIsmuM EMHMAsL — bomgm 39mDy
mgmmbggfn babggemdmgomoms s bymo BgmEomoam (G 3s 39), 1565 Bemob Mvy30bg 3o —
mgmmb g3gmbdg dndo bobgzom3mgatoms s byyon bgMGamam (M3 40).

mbdsmMo EMHMAIgdabomgals bbgoabbgs g3gMmgdl 0ygbgdlb bsdmmdn goobabmagdy-
™m0 350mMMJgmo 3oMBMamoxgdal mmoggdol mysebors. 0bsLEGNNL sdxyMdbgdgmo gou-
3> memongs 1563 Bemol G30%g bgdobEm3mmb Bomgm 39mdg Mmdmmb Babgzemdmgstnm
ohg9bgdL (B30 48), 1672 Bemal G14y30Dg 30 — oy 39Momgaba babgzsmdmgamoo (3o 47).
ds6memmdgy meogsb 1552 s 1538-88 Bermgdol 64)393bg Lgdab@Gm3mmalb MHmMIsdy
Boogm 39mbg mdemb babggemdmgamgs gadmbabyyman, odgs dab 1550, 1575 o asb-
mmgdoo 1580 Bemal 49390y, ©8b0sbgdmmo @m™3gdab donbgosegsm, gbgosgm, Hm3 bg-
3obBm3mmal seadn Bocmgmo gggFal o6 s60b.

MBOM 056308 30mos gb3sbgmal 3gggal gamodg ll-ob 3mLImaGego gmsb sm-
&0bgbo, Hm3gmag 3o@omeby®n bizmmolb BoMdmdoaqbgmos, doaMsd bopgmmebrgmn
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39M@Mamoxi3gdal 30mbgzgdbaz nggbgdl. ol LadsMmzgmmb EgfndmEnsdg dbmemmeo bg-
35L@M3mMEb 5b0dbsglh Moo EMHMIgdom, Mm3mgda(s Boomgmon babgzem3mgstamas
bom3mmagbomo: momdmbos mgm g3gmbdg 1570 0o 1572 bemgdol 99393bg @ md@mb 3gm-
bg 1683 Bmob Lod Myy30dg (M9y30 58). o3 (3e, 1571 Bemal G4y 30%g LgdobBm3mm by do0b(s
33630905 @MHMIs Bomgm 3gmbdg mJMmb Bobgzgemdmgatom (Mmzs 56). 3mEEGmMmabgdal
m3gMo@nnmdob d9530b5d0L 3Mombom 3g@owm Lonb@gMmgbms gmeb domEnbgbols 5@ qmng-
do ©33bogdmmo sdmbsogmagm bdgmmadns brmgabs s dogn drgalb Gz, Gm3gmba(s
dsbemmagdom 1578 Bemoom smemnmgdgb. of bydsbGm3mmal emmdaby Bomgem 39mbdg 396-
3bal Bobggamdmgamgs dmmaglbgdymo, megom Jomagdo 3o bbgs abemsdn®a Jomosdgdo-
Lomgal @sdobabnomgdgma 306098 0mss godmbsbyma, boasy sdsbsbosmgdgmo gm@dals
39hgma(g Robl mogabn dobofmgmgdom (M3 57). Jgbadmms, 93 gmMdom mbdsmgdal dnge
36330 456MbadMbal hoygbgds s 3oemangmals dg436ss 5bodbmman, o3 39, sbgor dgdmb-
393580, M9 30b d94360L maGomn ghmo-mEn Broo 3s0b(3 bos gosnbomb.

Boogm ggmby mb3smyMo Bobggemdmgatom asdmbobaglh bgdsbGm3memb Logbgmo
39O@MaMoxg0 gumom a Rgbamg 3g@myha 1570 6ol bdgmmsdans drgol, dogo Drgobs
©5 936MmM30b M30Dy, 35306 MmEgby(s 396930930 goababemgdamo dgfmdgbo bambabo ©s
3930b 39308960 36@mbom dagmm 1583 Bl s@molido dogo drmgal H30Dg Mol moy-
39Mm35b 39mbg 9o BabggzaMdmgamgl o3mm3698L, LydasbGm3mmb 30 Mm@ bobgzsmdo-
39679L BgH&omagdoo bomgm (39MmabggM) 3gmdg (Mg 3s 60).

XVI-XVII bomgnbggdal 8oxbodg 3o@omsbyfa bLymmol Botdmdomagbmagdol gmeb
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bg: o) 1568 Bgemo (Helsinki Universi-
ty Library), 8) 1568 6gemo (Newberry
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0bm meogobs s gmob mmagselb dgddbom G0390bg bgdobEm3mmal mozby Abwgds ob-
o0 G030l @M™Is, Lawsg Boomgm 39mbg Lodo abgms godmbabyymon. gmsb Madm men-
035b ©.1588, 1590 s 1593 brmgdol H4393dg LgdabEm3mmal EAHMAsdy Indo GgMab
©0b3mgdo 0M0ds G0l gobmoggdamon, 1594 Bmal M4 30bg 30 bLodzmobgsw (B 3s 12).
®M36 memogsb ©.1595 o 1602 Bemolb H4396Dg 0bgz 3o BgMab abgmgdl gbgosegm
(6930 62), 009330 1592 Bmol H4n30Bg gL bodo ab 3m 9339 MJOMbRGsE sGab dgggHamao
(B3 61). dbgmos 30356 330m0m, 09y M bLoddmEmbmab 33593L bogdg, dogMed mbdsmg-
o0l bbgs eMmmdgdab dbgegbow bgdsbBm3mmab Mmmdab ngogg B9 gddo — bomgmoa ggmo
5 dge Igdo (3530) Loddmmm — 255bMGdS, MLIdseMs EMBnba(300L 53LdbZ M HMBsDdy
1bs doymomgdwab.

53 LagMom 896 b(300eb 3odmamMhAggs 3mMGnasmonmo bymmob BoMdmdoagbmyg-
b0, 3535-330m0 mm3y) s @omay 3mdgdgda, MHmImgdai JHobENsbmma Loddmozom
@ 30Momm bodgaMgmmb EMMIgdL 4301535DMd7b. MG Easmanl badggrmb megogosm-
M3 JOMBMaMoxds mm3n 3m3g3ds Lamsgg MM GMaa(300L, HmIgmoa(z sbsgmgom
LogoBmggmmbg mogzoMomzgeb-bomgm ©@MmIgdb smagbgdl. dabo 1554 Bmols 3mmabob-
Bgem dogdgobmal 3mbsbals (c. de giro) gdmon godmbabagh mdMmb K300 mmbow goy-
MG M3735MEM30b-bomgem MHmMAsb mmbogg 3ob@mbdn 339Lom (L. 27). LogMome
Mbs nnggol, Hm3 g3eim3gma 3oMGmaMmaggdo rami-Bocmgm 539 gdL mbdsmgomnl Gg-
0&™MM0g50b 3mbabadbaa(z 0y9b9d0696; dbgmas ncgzsl, badgamgmmb dgdmbggzedacs gb
36063030 3mddgmadms 09 56, 3oaMa3 (3650, MM MJMML K360 MENdalb Ladmsegmmb
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3503ma3(393L, 339Lgd0m 3o Bobdg ML3segmal, Bmamez dodeb@nals 8g33300M0b, go3-
m9bs Mbos nymb smbadbeymo.

30093 98O™m ©obzgbomoas dobo dgomoal, 396930030 dmmgeby amay 3mdgdal
LodgaFgmmb EMMIgda. ssbrmmgdoom 1560 bemno omsMomgdym b3gmmsdys bmgal,
3530 D30bs s @obagmgm g3Mm3al Myy30Dg bodgamgmmb (Megralia) &gmo&mmasdy
oma smo3bgdb 3goMsGMm, (396@MomuMo mJMmb x3Mom mombow goymaom pMHm-
dob I o Il 3068mBgdd0 Bomgmoa, benem Il @s IV 306@mbgdda omgmto 3gmom (L. 28s).
dgdmbgggzoma o6 9brs nymb, Mm3 83 @MHmdsdo dgbsMhnbgdmos dggmo, gMmasba
dmbomgonl bobol mmdob g3gMgdo (Bomgmn s mgoma), 3m33mbogns (mobow goym-
Bomo MHMIs) 08 (36O %3560, 53 3MI3Mba305b gbgmazo dob dgdama My 39-
3%3(3, 099330 0(33mgds AHMIab 3gmob ggmgda. 1560 Brool b3gmmsdys dmgal, dogo
bBmgobs s sbogmgm g3Mm30b M30dg LadgaMgmm (396@GsmNMo MmdMmb K3G0m
Mobo@ goymeomo Moy zoMmaab-bomgma dsGmzmbs @Mm3omss 3xbadbyma (L.
283). (3m@dma asbbbgozgdnmo @Mmdss bokzgbgdo dgdwga 390Dy, Lowsi mdGmb
®396M0 dbmmme boogm 39mbgs @ogdnmoa. 1561 Bmal b3gmmsedyys s dogo Dmgzgdab
5 @abdgmgm g3Mm3al My 30D LadgaFgmm bohzgbgdns bomgm ggmdg mMmL g3Mo-
360 oMo 3mbs MM 3106 eA™Iom (L. 283). dybEow sbgmn EMHMBss godmbaby-
mo bodga®mgmmbdg dab 1561 bBemab s@mabdo bIgmmadns D30l smdmbagmgmo bobo-
mob, gagmbobs s do30 Dm39d0b B30y, GmIgmo(g 396930, 53LEE00lb bozombomay@
d0dmommgyedns smo (by&. 28). oyd(zs, 93539 s@mobol b3gmmadns s dogo
b3960L, 9360m30bs ©s SDMAL, dogaMsbs @ 3obomal 3¢bdymgdaol G35 nangg
MdOmb %3600560 OHMAIs BagMdgmgdgmo Ladgnmbs semdab bobomoss Bomdmmagbomo.
(bye. 289)

0L Mbos d03569MmMo gl 3000 gds? Mo Bmgmgbss sLabymn omayy 3m3g30b B4 390-
bg7?

Logdg Wbos 33dmbrgl bLodgamgmmb Ladmagzmmb dogm dm3mggdyyemo sIMY 30 drm-
30l 39MomE03® 50bndgbobmab. 1bamMgmal 3oL gemhal sbmsem g9MabRofab (36mdowsb
30300, ©m3 1557 Bemol ;gdgdgamdo b@oeddmedn Rsbyeds mg3s6 | @o©0s63s byyemmbals-
356 ,bgm3bogzgds” ondB 30z s MbIsmgmal bgmobyrmgdsd (36m dobo sdmaz00y-
denmds 0896 gmal Ledggmbogsb.t? Mmamm g Rsbl, gb god@n o6 gsdmgdsmem gzmm3gm
3oMBMaMoxigdboz s omayy 3m3gdds m3gMmeGommam, Lym Medwgbndy bgmabowdo
sbobs ob magol G4y 396D.

Mo mdds 9bs, gb oM oym LEMmO, sMsdge dbmmme ndgMgmabogsb ©sdmynwg-
dmmds 5 oEnsbo ,bgobmgMol ydosw® nmgmagdmes. dgbodsdobow, oman 3mdgdab
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the Expedition to Jerusalem, 158.

7 1105 Byl MsBmoboeb dgbody
d6dmemals @AmL domeab 1-3s5 3abo
0goco Emmds dobbsegg Moobol bgm-
056 g53mb@oze s bob gongtos. Ful-
cheri Carnotensis, Historia Hierosolymita-
na, 498; Fulcher of Chartres, A History of
the Expedition to Jerusalem, 186.

2 oy 1101 Bl 3obo oo semoda
d9d0b b396mbg BMoomgdl, 1105 Byl
ab 339 MmIobdGgoMmzgmb dmodgl;
bmd o6 60db6oglb gb doMon MH™Ial
Lodggm EOMIswE J3935L7

2! Jaroslav Folda, Crusader Art in the
Holy Land, from the Third Crusade to the
Fall of Acre, 1187-1291 (New York, 2005),
350.

2 85636900 dmgdnboal @abdzamo
©d 30Mzgmo g35MmMLEamo msdjHm-
b0l gfo-gFomo Bobsddmmenn nym.

%« b3o@o 300BRbyzws, MMB 0gMu-
Loemo8ob 893 doemeemab I (1143-63)
094969300 g ©GHM3sb, HmBgmbas
430090 g3o6Ma sdomtog 1-8s (1163-
74) odo@o. Smith, Flags Through the
Ages, 47. 303658 58 ImbadAgdal bom-
dggFn Bystm of 3mazgdmggde.

24 gb. Riidt von Collenberg, “Au sujet de
I’héraldique des états des croisés en Pales-
tine et en Syrie,” 140.

B domoeobobs  ©d  dmgdaboal
3g8bgg39d0 oB39693L, BMI Mmmgba(s
899580069980 ©HMI0L ombgFHam magh
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306390 K%35Mmbbymo msdJHmdal 3mbsbomgl 80sbgMgb, 533mdl, M3 dmagdmboals

mmdadg g39ma(3 0ym go8mbobamn.'® dsmmab I-0b H™Is 30 mgomto ggMabes: sbgon
Mmmdom 0d6d30L ab, Bmwgbs gogbob 38smmggmoas (1099)"7 s Bmoqbsg ngGbaemodal
39x90 (1101, 1105'%).20

39358056909 (36md758L sabEGNMgdL bymbabgMms 3nbns@nMgda(s. anomd goMmbyg-
mab 09 nbamadol abGmMoal gmsbanmo momadsbo (MS Pal. lat. 1963) go@03obals d0d-
mommg3od0s o399 s 1260-68 Bmqddn 568 nmdosdo @b nymb 354860ema.?! 54 306-
390 ®390mbbaemo maddmmdol dmbsbomg ama®mas dmomba gsdmbsbymos @Mmdoo,
m3gmbgz bomgmo g30600 g 39mdgs Immegbgdama (by@. 32). bbgs 30bos@ncady
96360900b% EMHMIs gomdg muGro K3Momss 8mzgdymoa (by. 33), booemm 568 0m-
Joob 0gdal 53bobggm dobos@nMady hoblb Jomodol 3md3dg smdstmmyemon dmgdnbooals
Boogmo Mmds s g3sMmbobms 300g3 mEn Bobsddmmma bomgmggHosbo mgmdo ©s
g K 360560 maMxo ©OMIgdom (by@. 34). ghmo domasbo amy®mns Mbws oymb,
3 geba(g 93539 bgmbabgmab f. 151 Bobos@Madg ngngg bomgmxzMosbo mgomto mHm-
do 07g3b. MmamM(y 3bgozm, x33MMLbYm 03mbmaMognsdo ngMmbomndol badggmb
Mm3sE dsmmnbal Bomgmigmnsbo mgmGo dsaMomos JoRbgmmn,? s6@amdoals Lod-
»9360mb MH™Is 30 dmgdboolb Bomgmo Mol smsodns.? gsboggdas, ®m3 X bogy3m60bL
30b9b3M03@d0 0gFnbamndal 3oMz9m 3g8ab gmacNslb Mg@&MmmL3gd@nmem ob smsdan
m3YyFns, Mm3gmoag dgdamddo dobds ddsd dommnb 1-3s 083330006 bLodggrmb M-
dow.?®

096Lam0d0lb g3M0b Lbgoabbgs gocnsb@gda Xlll Low 3mbalb Inobsbgdabomgal nfgbl
»o3b. 30Mgzgmo ob 9bos Robrgl 1228 bemal Lodnmdyg, GM3gmbss dMogbals aMaggals
am@og IV-ab (1205-46) d9dgmo sDab.% am@ogb dgdwal Bobs 8bomgl baggemgmmm eom-
dns g3mbabyyemon, Mg390bdg 30 0gMnbamndal ggeMo, GmImol (396@GomyMo 3560
IMogomn 3o@oMs ®3M0msd aoMmgdmzmmo? (Ly@. 35). gadmmdgb, Hm3 dngbals gGaogals
39dqdg ngMbamadal K3960 d93ga0 306 53mMmgdgdolb godm ¢bws dmbzgomamoaym: am-
&0g IV 0g&nbamndalb 3gg30b gob (0mabg) g dM0gbals dodsdzama ngm, Gm3gmbay d0dsd
1221 Bgenb nog3ob LagMogm Mdmds. Mmam(z noxsb afMogon, am@Eog 0gdmbamodals dggab

dofoma ggmb aodm393wbgb o
560 3o RYGorb. Fyerbg@oglb
FoMGMgma ©d sdgME sobgbgemo
3mgmge ©33mdgb, Gm3 dmgdyb-
©ob @A™Is Baogma ogm obyy oc-
60365396 M3l ggemolb ©mB80bsb-
B Bgeb s 56 sbbgbgdgb dobdy
a8mbobym azqmb. dybgoew obg,

BebyGogb doB@Ggmo docrey-
0bob ogo® ©MMIsdy dmgzomb-

ML s o6 obbgbgdl Jobdy @o)-
sboem Boomgm g30Mb, Hm3gmacs
3bmenme 30bos@n@adyg snbobe.

% Hervé Pinoteau, “La date de la
cassette de Saint Louis: Eté 12367”,
Cahiers d’héraldique, 4 (1983), 107;

Haxthausen, “The Jerusalem Cross,”
271; Auguste Coulon, Jean-Marc Rog-
er, Inventaire des Sceaux de Cham-
pagne (Paris, 2003), 14, Ch. 53.

27 Alphonse Roserot, Dictionnaire
historique de la Champagne méridio-
nale (Aube), des origines a 1790, t. 1
(Langres, 1942), 245.
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amEPAMs dgombol goMms33omgdabs ©s domme-
0b I-0b 30398930l 0dbobggmoa gomgdo. Historia An-
glorum, British Library, MS Royal 14 C VII, f. 37r.

L. 38
By dbgmgmol agMdo. Historia Anglorum, British
Library, MS Royal 14 C VII, f. 49r.

by, 39
39660 353356gemals ggMda. Historia Anglorum, British
Library, MS Royal 14 C VII, f. 83v.

L. 40
306 ©g 660gbals a9do. Historia Anglorum, British Li-
brary, MS Royal 14 C VII, f. 125v.

L. 41

bagmo g350mbaba dggnb agMdo: 3oLGamool dgaq
B9M0bsbe I (396 bmal (30bg Bomgm gocdy),
LogMobggoal dggg o IX (mg@mb dGmIsbyda
maeg 3otdg), abamoabol 3ggg 39660 Il (mdEmb
mm3dgdo Boomgm gamdyg), bndigganal dggg 3os3mb
IV (mgd@mb s 3amgda Bomgm gomdg), ng@absemo-
80b 8919 996 ©g 3M0gbo (MmJMmb gom by 396 3bemob
R3960 30806 K36 gdom). Historia Anglorum, British
Library, MS Royal 14 C VII, f. 150r.

by, 42

096boemadal  ggMda  goobdgm-
3960L  oFImEnsmdn. Bibliothéque
royale de Belgique, Collection Goe-
thals, ms. 2569, f. 35r.

28 Marie-Adélaide Nielen, “Du comté de
Champagne aux royaumes d’Orient: sceaux
et armoiries des comtes de Brienne,” in
Chemins d’outre-mer: Etudes d’histoire
sur la Méditerranée médiévale offertes a
Michel Balard, eds. Damien Coulon, Cath-
erine Otten-Froux, Paule Pageés and Domi-
nique Valérian (Paris, 2004), 598.

2 Guy Perry, John of Brienne: King of
Jerusalem, Emperor of Constantinople, c.
1175-1237 (Cambridge, 2013), 146, n. 97,
Id., The Briennes: The Rise and Fall of a
Champenois Dynasty in the Age of the Cru-
sades, c. 950-1356 (Cambridge, 2018), 68.

% 3smn mogms306zgmoa Gobgo 53
16 ymgoemoym. Pinoteau, “La date de
la cassette de Saint Louis,” 99; Audrey L.
Jacobs, “The Heraldic Casket of Saint Lou-
is in the Louvre,” MA Thesis (University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 2014), 2-3.

3! Pinoteau, “La date de la cassette de
Saint Louis,” 104.

%2 Jacobs, “The Heraldic Casket of Saint
Louis in the Louvre,” 54-58, 60-61.

3 Pinoteau, “La date de la cassette de
Saint Louis,” 107. ogfxbomodolb ggo60
03ombgds g0ombgsdo dGg@mbob 3g@-
(3mg060sb smogdbobs (-1221) ws Babo
Joemadgomal omeobaslb (-1272) 1260-
72 Bengddo 0gqdam s3mesdsdg(s. 0J39-

3 Richard Vaughan, Matthew Paris
(Cambridge, 1958), 250-53; Thomas Daniel
Tremlett, Hugh Stanford London, Rolls of
Arms, Henry III (London, 1967), 6. 3gony
3o60Ddgmab  amab@®azogdol babbo-
Loomgol ob. Suzanne Lewis, The Art of Mat-
thew Paris in the Chronica Majora (Berke-
ley, 1987), 443-69; 8ol d®m8gd3dn mog-
dmycomo aq6mdgdolb Rs8mbamgamo ab.
Matthaei Parisiensis, monachi sancti Albani,
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30bamo aobes, Mads(3 d9dg by 0h0Bs 0530.28 585Lmsbsgyg, 98 od@no 3ob go8mba@s dn-
dob, 996 ©g 860960b BbaM@aggHs s 36158gbbas, Mm3gmbacs bndgd, BMowEab Il 3m3g6-
38959685 ng@nbomandal @ob@n BssGogs.?

530b d93mga 09O nLamadal K3590b 3bgoz0 bobsbomgdy, 9.6. 6dnbos crmol DoMmsob-
doBg, EmM3gmbdgz 46 80656460l 8mm@Mmmo 3gMommonzntn gomns Immozbgdema®
(by@. 36). B3nbrs ol botsbds 3943bnmoas 12363 o6 1234 Bgmb® s obdg ngEa-
Lomodob x3560b 0bGMEM0sdo FgmM g b3 d0m, bemmm ggMgdom 3o Lyymsz SoMggmoe
560l Bam3moaqbomn.?® Dompabdady ng@mnbomadal x3060, Hmam g bodgxmb gg@mdoa,
BB ImmagLgdamo, bmmm (396G omuEo gzomn MO39m0 35806 K3MOMNSS goMg-
dmzmo.

3 3dmMadmgda

096Lamndob K%36M0L babgzgmamgdgda sbabyymos dgmae 3sGadgmol dGmIgddacs. 3g-
009y 3omndgmao (1200-59) g96d960b omada 3gMammon ol 3ombgMaw nmgmgds ©s dabn
653¢dg3gdn gfm-gMmn Momgbos 53 bggmmda. magol bymbsbgmgddo dob 143 ggmda
5d3b 8m(398mn, BmBemgdas bLbgemabbgs 3oM0s(30g800mss JgbEmmadamo.® 3oMasw nb-
BmOIoGgdamo, badggm 3omdg domgdymo d9bgeod@gmo dgalb IMm3gdo dg@ow 3603-
369mm3560 Byammes 3gMomeozobsmzal, Mawasbss ggm dgdmgdobogsb gobbbzszqgdoo,
3963930b B9 ao8mbobmmadqdl ndmgzs.® 8gmoan 3sMadgmoa bgmbsbg@l s03ngddy
sbmFomgds. sbg 0ygbgdws ob 3gMommngzn gombsz s 360d36gmmmgseba 3omm369al
a5LB3M0g ol ggMdL bo@ozs (30MEo(335tmgdabol — 58mdMbgdmma).*

b9mbsB g gd3dn ngEnbamndal g9MdL dnMzgmew LEmMgw dgoman 3sG0Dgemals 3GM3ddn
396ygd0m. 360@sbgmol dndemammgzada sy Historia Anglorum-3o, Gmdgmocs 1250-
55/59 Brmgdoom memnmmgds, amoymes dmombol gomszzomagdobs (1100) s doemeab
[-0b a03993930L 53Lobggm MM03g BoMmdy yzomgm 39mDg Mmgoto x3z960s s0dgdnma®
(L. 37). sbgmogg s3mdGMbgdamo gotn g3Gom, Ibmmme BqMgdab aomgdyg, AsbL gum 3
Sbggmabe (1142) o 39660 35335bgmal (1197) gomms3gomgdabslb (by&. 38 o 39). ¢ob
©9 3609600 goMms(330mgds (1237) 08539 mgoto x360m yzomgm Gomdg oMol 6sRzq64-
30% (Ly@. 40), 859658 398 Fobos@mEsdy, Loz ao8mbabmmas bmomn 8ganb 39cd9d0,
MMBgmmd(3 ®396M0 08300m9b,% 956 g 360gbals gomn 86n03369mm3zboss dg(33emaemo o
0358980 543b 308065 39M(3bemal %369804 (L. 41).4'

dgmog 3omnbgmol dogf abygdmm ggMewn ggcdgdol LobEGgdsG & bo@ gl d9dc-
am8do sM8mMnomado (39Mdgd0b Boabgdn) sadgmgdgb.*?

Chronica majora, ed. Henry Richards
Luard, vol. VI (London, 1882), 469-77,
0g@qbomadols dgmgms  ggMdgdo-
Lomgob ab. a3. 474; a96d930b ©g@-
s smBgfobsmgol ab. Tremlett,
London, Rolls of Arms, 11-86.

% Felix Hauptmann, “Die Wappen in
der Historia minor des Matthaeus Pa-
risiensis,” Jahrbuch der heraldischen
Gesellschaft Adler, 19 (1909), 20.

% 0dag, 20-21.

¥ m@ogg a9mdab demadmbo by
Jogfb:  ,mdemmdg  39mEbmab
%35600" (O, a cross argent).

% 58 8mbs(393980Lb Logmdzgm-
by @ 3on3@dsbn bgMs, Hm3

R39OMbabms doge 63abos 80bals
Bemdob 3gGomodn ng@gbarmodals
39630 0gm ogmMo g3500 mJHmb
BoMdY, mobo 3sGoMs gacnb go-
69dg. Hauptmann, “Die Wappen in
der Historia minor des Matthdus Pari-
siensis,” 47.

39 569 g060mbbyem modJBHmdo-
d0 8mbasbomgmdab oo dds oy,

O Loob@gMgbms, ®md  1250-
59 Bmgdab 0858 gd00m boab-
30" (Liber additamentorum) 3goos
3oG0dgmo  0gFmbomadol  bady-
gmb a9fMds ghmxzmnsb Lgqds-
e do3-mgo®  gomlb  odmggs,
Loaz o Robl 3s@oMs x3Mgdo,

Boamad Lbgol Bgmb demobmbda:
»0JOmb  geddg mgomfo  xgoco
3Gogomn 3o@oMd MmgmMn g3M0m”
(scutum aureum crux alba cum multis
parvis crucibus albis). (ba6. 12)

1 bEomdy 308 oMs K%3Mqda Jo-
3500 oM0b obs@yymon, dogMad gb
35806 ©g@omgdol godm (3930l
LoGogmomss god8mBagnmao, Gm-
am@ (3 58530 330M639698L 3 9Mdals
3gmonbgnmo demodmbo: ,mdHmdg
3963bmab g3560, 3o@ oMo 3gM3b-
mob g3@gdoo® (Or crusuly argent, a
cross argent).

“2 Pinoteau, “La date de la cassette
de Saint Louis,” 107.
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2760, f. 1r.
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Library, Cotton Roll XV 8).

® gomgmeoalb  amsgbomda ol
0360 3gggb MBmogdgb, GMomasba(s
096bomndal  ogeMazal  393mga
LodgBmb EgEsgdsmadn s3Ms gobs.
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of the British Archaeological Association,
38 (1882), 312; Gerard J. Brault, Eight

M owhs BENAN

\
)

[ &)
:."Tl- |‘-; Hlli.. f

JOMOIIRN RAHM3IBN RO I3AMIITN 3MHSMT 06330

iy

1275 Broob gsmgm@oabs® s 1280 Bemol 3930g6ab* 3Msa3baomgdda 0gmmbomodals
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d9300am3 LaggMdg Boabgddn ng@mmbamndalb agMddg x3Mgdal Mobgo 03mgdL ©s ab
Rggme Labgb omgdl. 1285 Bemal bagsmalb aMsabamda ogmbamndal 8ggol ggcmddy
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653 G- 3093383560l Bobgz00,, JM0LE L gMnEmmdgdDg 806036735 dgadmagds ngmb® (L. 46).

Thirteenth-Century Rolls of Arms in
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(University Park, PA, 1973), 68.

7 80ba sbema dG0mbgmda nbobg-
&5 (Bibliothéque royale de Belgique,
Collection Goethals, ms. 2569).

“ P. Adam-Even, L. Jéquier, “Un ar-
morial frangais du XIlIIe siécle: I’armo-
rial Wijnbergen,” Archives héraldiques
suisses, 68 (1954), 74, pl. 8.

4 Babo goobo mszoMmammos,
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Bob  JgGomengn®  3mmggnsdos

dgdmbsbyma (College of Arms, Ga.
MS. L14).

% James Greensreet, “The “Segar”
Roll of Arms as an Ordinary,” The
Genealogist, vol. IV (1880), 50, 54;
Gerard J. Brault, The Rolls of Arms of
Edward I, 1272-1307, vol. I (Wood-
bridge, 1997), 307-8.

5 3gemgbgomoalb  sMmImosmon
d94360cmns  1355/60-80 Bemgdda
. 99399L dobgogom (Léon Jé-
quier, L’armorial Bellenville (Paris
1983), 16-24), 8. 3sb@mGmbs o

3. 3m3mgolb odDMom 3o 3oMggmon
6oBomo 1375-80 o dgmemg 6s6-
oo 1395-1400 Bemgddn. Michel
Pastoureau, Michel Popoff, L armorial
Bellenville (Lathuile, 2004), 18.

2 agmégb sGdmGasma 1370-95
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486ogo. P. Adam-Even, “L’armorial
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héraldiques suisses, 75 (1961), 49-53.

% Hauptmann, “Die Wappen in der
Historia minor des Matthdus Parisien-
sis,” 47.
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o bgon g396M0 5M0b godmbabymo (L. 47 oo 48).
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7 UHckycemeso Abxaszckozo yapemea
VIII-XI eexos. Xpucmuanckue namsam-

b6, 133
bmorggcosbo  3m33mdans  mEo
39D96@ 0 ©d Mo g3GMom. bodd-

300000 bogomodon.

Huku Aunaxonutickou kpenocmu, pen. E.1O.
Enpomsuesa (Camkr-IlerepOypr, 2011),
tab. 7; E.lO. Ennoneuesa, Apxumexmyp-
Has naacmuxa Abxazuu 6 nepuod Abxas-
ckoeo yapcmea (VIII-XI 66.) (Mockga,
2020), 187-89, ni. 90.

8 https:://www.terrasanctamuseum.org/
en/the-georgian-capital-of-st-saviour-new-
evidence-of-the-history-of-the-siege-of-
the-custody-of-the-holy-land/.
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by@. 132
%3560 mobo 3gbobGoo: o) 3MdnGmomb  g3maboob  badbmgo
LEmady. Xl L., 3) 393nHEmb GodMnwsb. Xl b., a) bgmmab g3emgboab

LodMg3emmDg. XV b., @) 8650 s0vmbab bzndmb 3o6sbgmab q3emgLboabs
LadbGgor Gobawdy. X b.
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L. 134

baogsmosbo  doMgmogge: )
dmgm@dal g3mgbool gobowdg. X
L. g©ed bodomodal gm@m, d)
Rbgeob ggmgbool ggobadyg. XV L.,
a) m0qLb 63. 606mb Godomdyg. VI-VII
LL., ®©) Koyobdsbob g3mgbonesb.
XI-XIV bb., g) og@nbomodol bgg-
&ob Joormm 3mbab@gmdo.

7 Omam@g 035b  goGgamGogma
Mofymygb  bmmdy:  Lbyorggcosbo
Lo8dmemm  Jgmdmgdgmos  Jeoen
doonmdsogdmyd  bobsdwgamgl
sbobogogb®. goggmady, ,JsMmggmas
Logfm M3l godm*, 43.

10 003000 Boabiady, bLdeb dsgona,
»MobbgMmGomosbo g3060 JoMormem ob-
Mo Ladymgdda®, 39Mmoenonzobs
@ 39gboemmenmgools 1l 3mbazgfgbezos:
gFoenogs o ob@mmommo byommy-
d0. dmblbgbgdocms ogdnbgdo (mdomaba,
2023), 27. ogfbomndolb ggMom ©sb-
ygdmmo  dgmgos  bgmEimggdolb  dog-
smomgdo ab. 356sbs gnddmcady, byen-
moggdo. ©s869mgd0 (mdoemaba, 2016):
gom@go ll-ob bgm@ogs domdmgodals
Loagmdy (1073), a3. 10; 00856 3gg30L s
0300 bmbEmsebab bgmMmggdo domdmgo-
8ol Loggmdg (1195/96), a3. 12; gomaon
IV madsb bgmogs om3mgndol bogge-
by (1211/12), a3. 13; Hnbmosb gg30b o
53000 VI bofnbalb bgmMomggdo mem-
8039b0b (1241) o qyg@m3zolb (1241-42)
Loggmgddyg, a3. 14. 88 mgmagbsl wmgd-

R >0 9d3amRe bsmsborm gaMermg-
ds, M3dnz  g39mMB3mbgdl  dmgngHoo

bgemEmgabs s domn 3agmgmamagammo
3ol Jgomgds, Lows xgoMo Bym-
Gomagdab gomgdgs goma@obomo, 35306
Mmegbs ©gEsebdn abobo goMzzggom
foBob. dM. gomgMa Loemasgs, dogmo-
Bomb bgemdboggoms o38mamoxgdn, XI-
Xill bb. (00doemabo, 2003): gomeao -ab
bgmEmgs, ba@. 1 s 2; pognom s¢3s3706-
90mab bgmmGmgs Loba@o bgmbabgmabs
(Sin. Geo. 10) 3ommgmaGoganm 3ombos
(a3 13) @ ©gsbdyg; gomman IV madsl
bgmeomgs (1211), by@. 19 o 20; dmgsb
dbmemme  bado Bg@@ommns a0 ebo-
0 ©d 303mEmM3g9dgmos dgmmby. 3.
0d3g, 0856 8gg30b bymGmgs gosdgmals
oBgmnmdy (1189), by, 11 s 12; 8abs-
039 Lbaen@dn Loggemdg (1196), by, 14
s 15; o300 BoMobob bgmEmmgs Jotio-
ol Jomongmbol sbgmomdyg (1249),
L. 22 o 23.

" JobBoema  JMabBglb  dmbmamsdsl
(JE0bEMaMmadsl), obyy ©agofogdgdom
Bomgde JEab@gb Lobgml BomBmage-
396L. . Jogons, ,mf0 &gdbognfo bo-
3560 dggm Jotormm bymbabg®gdda®, So-
mgma@megomemo dogdobo, I1(1969), 103-7.

12 Boabyiodyg, dogommo, ,mmbbym-
Gomosbo 3060 Jooge abGmMogm
Lodymgdda®, 27-28.

B mobdgbsb@0sba ggoMn sbu ggoMo
mobo 39b96@ 00 (byg®moon, dncov-
mom, abgmmn) 08s39 Loddmemogal
do@oMgdgmos, Mo bymo gzoM0 @
03mbma@oganmon dozbmgamlb Bom-
dmoagblb. 3564L 36038 qdda baBgmals
L3g30BEFNOMBAL as8m b mobbg@-
G0m0sbo xgc0b 3mMIsL 0mgdws.

" Bommdal  guboo  Bogmmmd
J0968L, Mm3gmdsy dodomoms Gygo-

JOMOIIRN RAHM3IBN RO I3AMIITN 3MHSMT 06330

gooo Lagommggemmb bobgmdbogm MHMIsdy, 330 03l 3o Bommaw 5h3969396, M3
096mbomndob K350 56 0ym @3bm Jomommma bobsdwgomabsmgal.’

sdobmoboagg, bLEMmos bbgs obzgbs dgndmagds asdmz0@ebmo 03 dgdmbzg3gdowasb,
mEgbs 0gMLamndal ggocn bodgym domongmgdal 60dbgddg Abwgds. Mmame(s
©53065b33m, sbgmn dgdmbzgzgda sLEYM®gds Jomm b3ndIsdnzsdo, bamogobdo-
30bo o ©03mmBs@ 03530, Mmamei(z bgmbsbgm, by J3530 6s3390 o4& qddn.

©. ds0byyMmadabs s 6. dogommal mobemgbds 33mg303 sR396s XI Lowimbolb JoGomem
Lodnm@gddn MMbBgMEB0m0sbo 0gEnbamndal g3M0b 3MLgdmds. 3oMmzgma sbgmo Ladymn
dogmo@) IV-ab 1057/58 Bemol Loggemons, Lawsg bgmMozgol baboo mmbbgMmEomasba x3060
obdma 543L gomEan JoBnmal gomamozmbl (by&. 135s). d93gada gb bLoddmenm a3b-
300905 900560 bsgoBmggmmb yzgms Iggab bgmmmgzsda (L. 135d-m), nbggg Mmams
bbgs Laghm s Labymagfm oGms bymEmmggddn.'? gb mmbbgMEGomasbo 0gMbamadals
®3960 JoGormm Lodmmgddo gubdionmom Jobbomolb Mmmb sbEmmmgdb." JobBoma oc-
603653000 Lodnmal sbsbyobLl (invocatio), cxd(3o oyFoom bodmmgddo dobo godmygbg-
35 LOBdMENA G ZMMNZGoLI(3 &M gdEs. Ladymal 56 dobo 8359 B)30(3909mn bgmMo-
30L ,4M0bEgon sbygds® bndbogws Ladymol mgmol Imbsbomgmdam dgagbol s dobs
m930&035(300L FMbJ300(3 9bnggdmms. Mmamey Robl, IX-XIV bayz96993d0 mobbgm-
&00sbo 3560 badmmgdal gogmmdgdol Bgbol sm30mgdgmo gmgdgb@o oym. s3@&mm-
0o 3b33b0m, 9MmM056n IMbBsMJool bs6sda 83 LaddmEmb sbgma m3MmoGmEmds 0dsls
0@abEMM9dL, HMI 9L BmasdMobEnsbamo gm@ds badwgznmam ngs boymzgmmem go-
dmygbgdab gem3bym LoddmmmE... BogGns, HM3 ML MG 0m0s6a K350 SLm (30 dmM-
5 bgmobyPmgdsbmab, [Ladymgdol go(3980L] bgmdbogqgdsbmab, domongmgdsbmeb s
03 y39moxmMol gmogdfng mgao@nds300bmsb. s30@m3 dgadmads nmggsls, Hm3 mmbb-
96G0m0sbo %360l gMmabae/Lobgmdbogm boddmmmo a53mygbgdobmgal bsdwgomsw
396a0 bosagn s@bgdmdws XI-XIV baow 39699890"."2

0J9056 (3bo0 brgds, ®m3 Xl Loy 3960086 dmymmadamo, ghmasbo d3mbamJoals babsdo
Lodggm Ladmmgddo godmygbgdym Jobbomlb ngEmbamndal g3Mol gmMIs 3dmbws."

byongogmmasbo x36Mgdo J33b39890%7

03039 330l 09Gmbomndal k30600 33630985 3530 6533907 O3mMBsG0 3N 5989ddo(s. '

4398 Jofomadn, ©3sbabob dnbazn3smn@g@do, bma. oo gm3stgmals A nemm-sem-
dmbogmgomom, badomodot 8ygdmnsbdn, amdodymoa Godal g3mgbonbs s sgmasgals
d03gdofge 3560bols 3¢ Ddged-bogmdomals 5653dMMABmgdds dns3gemogb bgemoal go-
dmbobmmgdnsb LGgmol, Gm3gmoai Mb3bmgda sbmdmsegmnma BaMbgmam, Gmbnosb
39539m-39530bs s 3000 dgg0b FmbLgbngdom, 1230-45 Brmgdom meGomegds. Lzg@ab
0390 Ld3LaGgbYMNs6 Loamddy smdstmymos bEgdo Robdmmo Mgmogyneo x356M0,
Gmdmob d3maggdb dmGal mobo bggmms. x36Mob d393 dm3z3gmnmmos gsdmoaemn bgmals
3893960 — bLadgxmgm domonymgdal 60dsba.'s (Ly@. 136)

Joomm g93mgbogdbs oy Lbgs 6o39dmdbg godmbabyma 0g@nbomadal ggMmgdobe-
356 go6bbgaggdom, gb dgdmbgggzs MomMgbew 360d3bgmmzgsebos, Mowasb Ladggm bgmo-

0obabs o DEgLbgab LB gmgddy 0560 LGgme amdsmgomnwsb”, dg- 114; d398m Jomormolb gdngmogzo-
©> ImBsbmms abgm@mszns  ©d aemol dggmdotn, 1 (1994), 63-64; gaeo  go@dabo, I, @dsbobols
BmGmgdo. 930 d96Mdgbodgama, 6o/ 3395980 msombo, V-XVIII bb., s38m6-3930-

5 gm0 odsmadzamo, ,bg- J398m  FoGonemols  obGmEogemo 396mgda gomEgo mmbdgdyio ©o
ol g0dmbobymgdosbo bomBgm- 89MaM5000056 (ndarobo, 2014), bbg. (@domaba, 2017), 170-72.
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by, 135

mobBgBHGomasbo agfmbsmadal ggotin: o) gomBgn Jot-
ool Jomamoagmbol bgmmgsdn doame@ IV-ob Loggmdy
(1087/588). bgmbsbgmms gemgbamo (396@0, 3) aomégon lI-
ab bgmeogada domdmgndals boggmbg (1073). bagetromggmmb
96mgbyma sfdaga, 3. 1449/1475, a) ogom odsdgbgdmals
bgmemgada Lobsl doab 63. g3o@gF0bgl dmbabigFal Jot-
oy bgmbabgmdyg, ) medat dgi30lb bgmEmgsda dnsdgm-
ab sBgMambg (1189). bgmbsbgfms gemgbama (396& 60,

9) 08356 39gal bgmEmgsdn Jomdmgodol bbom@dn&
Loggmbg (1196). LadoFmggmmlb gEmzgbamo sfdago,
. 1449/1476, 3) gomtigo IV msodsl bgmomgsda doma-
03030l Loggmdg (1211/12). LogeGmggemmb geHmgbey-
mo oM dogo, 3. 1448/1723, B) 0og0m bofabals bgmeio-
3930 mMm3sdgbals Byommdol obgfamdyg (1241). «.
1448/9253, o) Gbnosbabs ©d ©og30m botnbols bge-
039830 0996 30b bysmmdalb ©sbgtomby (1241/42).
. 1448/5003.
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Lygmgdob mgazosmum 5d@b Bomdmowagbl." (36mdamas, Gmd XI-XIII Loy 3969980
LogoGmggmmdo Rbgds bgmol gedmbsobmmgdosbo bgmagdo, Gm3magdas Jgxgms dogm
s domn babgmoom 0adgdmms s Ladsdnmm dGmmdgmmdsL smbndbagms. Fgm@amnE
bogdotoggmmao ,3gmo” gamgdal go8mdba@ggmo Loddmemm nym, bmmm LG gmgdo Jzodg
23m 339000 0gMoEommo babosmab badmmgdas.” bgmab gsdmbabymgdnsbo Jgobgg@gdo,
9-6. ,39mgd0” a0bLodrgEM MmO admmdsd ozt Bgboo dgoagbor Lodgym 548 gdb bom-
dmog9b9b. LGgmady aodmbaobema godmaman bgmol 3@ q3560 3gx0l domongmgdal do-

&Moo m@o go8mbo@mmads oym. '
3bo0s, Ladgym o48dg dgdmbggzoma aodmbabymgds 396 Imbzgdmms ©s bymalb

®sbdbrmgdo ymggmo boddmem Nbos smz0dzem Mmamm(z bodgem ngmmmaools 3odmbo@)-
e gds. §Ygdmosbol bggmadg smdggwamo K300 30 YomMgbow LonbBgmgbms, Mopasb
3sbdn mo3mbyMa, abzgboma LddmEab3nm 30l godm(393mmo gmmammaslb dobg-
Goo: LagggbyMgdasbo K35M0 03039 ammammady smdsMoyyma g356M0s,"” bowsg boggb-
900 amEamoslb 3ol gobsbobogfmagdl, bmmm dobbg smdsmommo g39M0 33mma3983dn
mobo bggOmmo — 3s(36mzge6b; dggasw, 439b39@ Dy LoddmmyMawss godmbabmma gmen-
ammody %396 (339mo 3o3bmgatn. gb Rog@0, goMms 0dabs, HMI sabENEgdl Lodggm
bgmabygmgdolb 30gM 0g@nbsmadal gzl magoosmn 548 gddn godmygbgdsl, 0dsbdy(s
3000m9dL, MM JoMmggmgdds 3oMasE 0(3m©bgb 83 K360l 860336gmmds s 5L db-
o0, ®930b0 6036 gdom nyg69d06g6!1%°

300093 96m0 3baszbo 3900 a363009ds KO35690d0, BOLMGMG DAGLZEL GgMoGmeo-
0Dy, Loz dogMmo@mgeb dmbomdms Lado bgmnsbo bggmas gsdmgmgbomo: 1) Mmomm3zsb
LodMEGYqgdy 33m3zgmomo bgmal godmbabymgdoms s M3t Jgxzabes @s 3obo dob Bybby-
60 6oMbgMom; 2) mdmmzgab LodMEygdn s3m33g0momn bgmoom, Mmdmab magzdy gd3bgnd0sbn
35633030, baa 530560 K30 S FoMENENd Mool dab gomManl byLbyMa Bambgm-
0o, 3) momm3sb LdMEYgdo s3m339mamo bgmom, Mez3dg Mgedodnsbo 356333000
Bombmsomo (bagaMamome, Hbyosb dggob) Bombgmao. dgbedg LB gmabmab sbemmb 43-
ab39@0b dBNsbgdMmn dobabins, ghm-gfom bobbogdg bgdo Asbdmmo g3Moom, Mmdgmba s
33m0398L dmEab mmba bggmm nhsbl (bym. 138).

6930bds§nznMa Imbs(3939d0

0961Lam030b K%3M0L 3360568 gd05 gsdmbobamoa gMmasbo dmbstdonl 3mbg@qddy(s. o3
dmgmgbol 3603369mmds 53 3oMss, 930 3530bLY6gdm, HMI Guemo aym ,Lodgxrm mgan@-
035(300b 8smmgbo onoammo badgymmn®.?' MBsmmagbo bgmobygmadolb 8og@ dmgmaro
gmom brgds dgbsdsdaobo 3mmo@oznmo abs3bamgdal gzmemamgds @s dobdy smdgd-
0o boddmmmgdo dgdmbggzoma 396 ndbgde.

099339, L3653 XII-XHI Lo 3m69980L FHEMDg ass300MEYM, YMomgds dgzohgmma X
Lo 3mbol g bydnbIs@nz e gadgddmamdy. m. sbomnsbds doymams, B3 ©sg0m 39)-
03omo@nlb 3mbg@nlb dyMmady @o@sbomns ngMmbamodals 3ol dbasgzbo 3m33mba(zns,
MmEgby 396@MIMNMo g360b 3zmseggda sbmdmagmmo BambgMgdomass dg3bgdamon
(L. 139).22 Boroma(z, gnmodsmo@nl Imbg@edg godmbsbymoa ammammady sm8stomy-
mo 9d3sMn@n x3Mob 33meggddn RsBgMoma sbmImagma sbmgdo ggm3g@Moymo
byogoancosb 3m33mbansl Bamdmoaqbl o domonbgdymam sbmznazosl semdMagl
096bamndol byyo 300056, Jom 1398 gL, MM Mmogz0bo sMbom mMngg KgoM(3dme docsb-
m3o0b gobobobogmgdl.?

sbm(309(30900 s g3domgds 1118 byl dmgmoma g0 IV-ab b3ommgbdals 3mbg@nb
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® Ly@oomab  LobBHamabsmgal  ws-
3580890, M3  mogom gmdstgmal

LBImgddIs 33b3RIde Logaereea -
mmE  353myzgmomo  0gegbamadals
®360b godmbobymgds. (L. 137)

17 3. (30b3oM0dz0m0, xogobgonb g30-
30093035 Bmgmz boaob@mGom Byomm
(230emabo, 1959), 70-84.

8 a0 0 mobdgbayo, XI-XI bow, 3o-
69930l 80960l Fomorgema ensdn@atiamemo
Bombgmgdo Gmgmeiy boob@mom byo-
e (0doemabo, 1981), 5, 37, 67-68.

1 9L boBdmenm ofzgmow azbzwgds
&0dgeaqb -0l (578-82) 30yt dmgtngm
Mgl 3mbg@ody (0b. Ly, 90). 30bob-
o 0gmbmafognsadn  amemamosl
%3560 bbgoabbgs Masbzol (mdmeghy-
Lo, Lodn) bagggbnFamss godmbsbaea,
o3 gmmamosl domsedy godmzzgonema
LoggbMgdal sbogmmagons by aymb.
Heba Gayed, “The Cross “Above Steps”
on the Byzantine Coins,” in Proceedings of
the 4th Biennial of Architectural and Urban
Restoration (Florence, 2018), 918-23; Péter
Somogyi, “Christian Symbols on Byzantine
Coins from the 5th-7th Centuries,” in Saint
Martin and Pannonia: Christianity on the
Frontiers of the Roman World, eds. Endre
Toth, Imre Takécs, and Tivadar Vida (Pan-
nonhalma, 2016), 149.

253 boyggdob sBLBY 9@ y39madL
053000 3Mo3oma@ bl Jzobsgo md 3ol
&9dM0©sb, Loz Bomgmo Lamgdsgno
©oggMommo LadbaggbyMasba gmmam-
ool x360b Me3dy wogdoMegdgdama
sbmdmogmnma  Bambgo  0gombgde:
»dgmo  (3b(m)E(g9)3(n)b(s)e". Fgbodsd-
obo, 3. Lommagosgs obggbob: ,808s-
Losdg, of Bom3mmagbomas  xgocn
»d9mo  (3bmEgdoboe®, g.0. JMabEgb
Loddmeg@a godmbobymgds”. gomgma
Lommgaosgs, mdzo — X b. 898mmnsmato
Bods60 (mdaemabo, 2006), 68-69.

21 8500 3o@otndy, o300 om8sdyby-
3gcro. 6980 d3s8 03960 98330069mBs
(0d0emabn, 2022), 56.

2 onmi6039 Sbocnsba, , 30093 HHPbgm
LobgmdBogm  Laddmengal cemdsdy®,
obon g3mgs, 2 (2003), 15. 58 Imbodeg-
Sob gbggdom o. mzgomadgbmeba(s. ab.
8abo, bogomorggenm oo joggobos ggmm-
3 byommyddn, 103. 360l 83mseggdl
Il Bmoogbgdamo sbmgdal dm@oga
30bobG0n@sb ol dgdmbigmo. ©sgom
3NEa3amadob ggMbemolb ©Msds do-
BbGon  39Mbemal  oemastiglbom-
Bol Bododznom oMol 3g4d6nemn o Jom-
O9-60b3bGofn dmbgBgdal xangL
80g336935. 85bdg B3nbos daDab@)n-
160 Logg@os — baggbnmgddg 8amdn
ammammsb bayGogbnsbo ggetn (cross
potent), 03039 dgmo (3bmggmo 83moggd-
do mobo sbmoo.

B 5bom0sbol 88 8mbadAgdsl ,q6-
omd  qbaba@e® 9bmos 6. xog9m-
0dg3, 03 3m@ngom, M3 oM sMLdmAL

L. 136
ammammsl dgbeb@gdnsba ggo6n

BYgdmasbol  bgmash LG msby.
®08396 Bb3030060L mGm.

by, 137

0gfmbamndals ggoM0 mmbo d5bsb-
Bom gmdamgonl bggmadg. gnmsd
bocdomadal gm@m.

by, 138
0g@mbamndals ggoM0 mmbo 35bsb-

Bom bEgL 3ol J3ob39@0b gudgdy.
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dgdobggzedn, Mm3gmdgs 306g9mae s BIsdomms ofal gozbagdmmo 3obo gd0@g6-
&0l Lond3gFMoB MMM 5380(30980.%* 53 LdMbgG™ Gn3nl, HmMIgmo(s vds8wg Fbmmmem d6o-
969000 Indgmddn oo bogndom aym (36mdoemn, sbamo gadgddmamo 2021 Bgml
dgdmzns bademmggmmb gemgbaem 3nbgndda. dob DyMadg smdgdwamos g3560, MmA-
mob 33moggdLb dmob mobo BgHGomoa (dymommoss) Bobdmmo (by@. 140).2° 508599693-
ol 3mbyg@ob dogmo Mg39Mbo, bAgda hobdmmo gzo60 ofagzmogo BombBgMoms ©s mogow
®3560 3339330 mmbo by omom, 8330600 x35MMLbMmo IMbg@gdowsb oMol segdyy-
™0.28 oMoy (3, ©d3000b 3mbg@ob qb &ndn domnsb 3go3L x39MMLEMMm gMmb s gs6-
bogmocgdom, abamabol 39 Momosd Il Gaabob (1087-1100) 3mbg@nlb dymal (Ly.
141). LonEsb Nbos dmMbggMamoym 0bamobyyMo gmmo smdmbogmagmdo abgomn mEgbm-
dom, B3 JoMomggmos 3gx0b ynmomgds dngdymm? baddg obss, MHmI gzommbLEdal
5dmbogmgmobs3gh Lgmol mob sbmes FYmob own dobgdol dmdMomds(s. 3oMgzgmn
®35M0mMbLEYmo msdJOmdob ©sBygdalb bab dobds BgmonEgdds Jnsbrmmgdao snsbastadgl
Logo®m mabbals mEgbmds, Hmdgmoi abo Mbos Bogmmo. oo smamdn dMsgama Gndals
936m3mmo Imbg@s aym, BmMImadbsz mqdg 3mmmmdgb boMos-3omgb@nbedn.?” Moy
dggbgds momasd Gnambol gumb, dob dgagadmoas DLEGsE 3ogog3bmm mgzama: 1096
Byl momasdols d3sd, MHmdgME dm3mgbobwsd, g3sMmbbymoa madmmdobomgol bogomm
»36b0b IgbogMmggdma, 10 smsb oM 3o agantsgs 3gxglb bmmMdsboonlb badgmzmam.
LEmEgE gb nbgmobmFa ggmmo Mbrs godmbgbomaym smdmbagmgmdo, Hm3gmbsz dgdga
530mmMdM030 ©M035@ 00 Fmyzs. x35MmMLbgdal BoMds@gds o dsmn guemal smdm-
bogmgmdn god3mhgbs Mbos ymgamaym abs dmemm dadan, Hm3gmoa(z o300 585356989l
3500056Y398069305 0gGnbamadal g3Mob godmbabymagdol bobgmdbogm gmmdy @ods-
bob, 03 godmbobymgdal, Gmdgmbes JoMorgma badgxm 396 1339 Xl Layznbgdo ngygbgd-
o Ladgym Ladnmgddo.

053560bs s ©s3000b 1200 Bemalb 8mbg@ody (L. 142),% 0bgzg Hmame 3 Bnbaosbob
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GEORGIAN FLAGS
AND
EUROPEAN PORTOLANS

Summary



Introduction

The flag is an integral part of our daily lives. While flags were primarily used for military
purposes in ancient times, they are now widely adopted by countries, cities, and organizations.
They are hoisted on cars, ships, and buildings, utilized in various ceremonies, and prominently
displayed during sports events. Flags remain a key instrument of political expression, often seen
during elections, demonstrations, or revolutions. As William Crampton aptly noted, “a nation is not
a nation today unless its flag is flying outside the UN headquarters.”

The precise design of the “Gorgasliani-Davitiani” standard of the Georgian monarchy has
not survived. The only vague descriptions we have come from Tamar’s first historian, Stepanos
Orbeliani, and Muhammad ibn ‘Ali Rawandi. Following the discovery of flags with five crosses
depicted on European sea charts on the territory of Georgia, a heated debate erupted over the origins
and ownership of the design. In 2004, the Georgian parliament officially granted the five-cross flag
state status. However, scholarly disputes on the matter persist.

Most researchers agree that the relationship between Georgian flags and portolan charts warrants
further investigation. In 2003, the Institute of History held a discussion on this topic. Prof. Mikheil
Kekelia emphasized the importance of cartographic analysis, stating, “due to the specifics of the
compilation of old maps, a special study is to be conducted.” Similarly, Mariam Lortkipanidze
argued that “the question — whether there was a five-cross sign on the state flag — needs additional
research.” Scholars Apolon Silagadze and Gocha Japaridze highlighted the abundance of literature
on portolans, suggesting it is crucial to examine these sources and analyze conflicting data and
perspectives. Meanwhile, Tvaradze, who studied flags depicted on eight European portolans,
acknowledged that “the material I had obtained is also incomplete. Many portolans, or ordinary
maps, have not yet been published. Large-scale work needs to be done in this regard.”

Despite these discussions, a comprehensive exploration of portolans that could resolve these
questions has yet to be undertaken. Works by David Muskhelishvili, David Kldiashvili, and
Alexander Tvaradze represent only the initial steps toward addressing the issue. This is further
complicated by the lack of a detailed vexillological study of portolans by Western scholars. Some
notable contributions include Giuseppe Gerola (“Le carte nautiche di Pietro Vesconte dal punto
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di vista araldico”), Georges Pasch (“Les drapeaux des cartes-portulans’), Anna-Dorothee von den
Brincken (‘“Portolane als Quellen der Vexillologie), Tony Campbell (“Portolan Charts from the
Late Thirteenth Century to 1500’), Ramon J. Pujades (Les cartes portolanes; La carta de Gabriel
de Vallseca), and Igor Fomenko (The Image of the World on Old Portolans). However, as Tony
Campbell noted, “a detailed study of the portolan charts’ vexillology is long overdue.”

Critics raise several objections regarding the reliability of portolans as sources: they question
European knowledge of the Georgian flag, note that the five-cross flag is depicted over other
cities besides Tbilisi, and argue that the flag is more closely associated with Catholic, Crusader, or
Franciscan origins. Additionally, some European sources indicate that Georgian pilgrims entered
Jerusalem bearing flags with the image of St. George.

The debate surrounding the five-cross flag continued even after its approval by Parliament, as
evidenced by articles in which some authors categorically deny any historical connection between
the five-cross symbol and Georgian heritage. Furthermore, on May 17, 2019, the Georgian Academy
of Sciences convened a session proposing a change to the state flag.

This work examines a wide array of sources, both Georgian and foreign (including Armenian,
Persian, Greek, Latin, French, Italian, German), that shed light on the history of Georgian flags.
Special focus is given to portolans, medieval navigation charts, which provide crucial data for
historical vexillology. The study explores the significance of portolans, their general features and
peculiarities, the technology behind their creation, the traditions of flag depiction on portolans,
and their correlation with contemporary political contexts. The subjectivity and errors in portolan
representations are also analyzed, alongside an examination of five-cross flags displayed on portolans
and other flags found within the territory of Georgia. The research extends beyond the Black Sea and
Georgian coasts to encompass the entire Mediterranean, ensuring that the analysis of Georgian flags
aligns with international data. This comprehensive approach situates the history of Georgian flags
within a broader global political and cultural context.

Beyond the study of portolans, the research delves into the origins and diffusion of the five-cross
composition, including its connection to the Jerusalem cross, its representation in numismatics and
heraldry, and its presence in Georgian historical traditions. The study examines the role of Jerusalem
in shaping Georgian ideological doctrines and compares its findings with existing interpretations
in Georgian historiography, offering new insights and conclusions. Many previously unknown
materials have been introduced and analyzed, enriching the field. An extensive catalog of flags from
the territory of Georgia, compiled during the research, is included as an appendix. This catalog serves
as a valuable resource for both historiographical and vexillological studies.

The findings will appeal to anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the state and cultural
dimensions of medieval Georgia. They will be of particular interest to both Georgian and international
scholars, as portolan vexillology remains a largely unexplored area of research.

Currently, as Georgia continues to fight for its territorial integrity, sovereignty, and pursuit of a
Western course of development, the materials included in the monograph serve as an excellent means
to introduce both domestic and international audiences to the centuries-old national flag tradition and
to highlight all significant aspects of its expression. Therefore, the topic presented in the project falls

into the category of fundamental research but, as outlined above, also holds practical significance.

Medieval Nautical Charts

Portolan charts hold a special place in the history of medieval European civilization, given their
immense and multifaceted importance. These maps played a pivotal role in advancing cartography
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and laid the technical groundwork for the discovery of the New World and global exploration. The
emergence of portolan maps in the Mediterranean world at the end of the 13th century is regarded as
one of the most significant milestones in the history of cartography. Their extraordinary realism stood
in stark contrast to the contemporary mappaemundi, which were laden with religious symbolism
and classical references. This revolutionary approach to mapmaking marked an unprecedented leap
forward, establishing principles that would define cartography throughout the Age of Discovery and
beyond.

The term portolan derives from the Italian word portolano, which originally referred to a written
guide listing ports. A portolan chart was a navigational aid, marking coastal routes and providing
directions and distances between points along the shore. As the etymology suggests, it was essentially
a descriptive guide to ports and navigable routes. Over time, the term came to encompass the maps
illustrating these routes, becoming known as portolan maps, or simply portolans.

Portolans, often referred to as “the first true maps,” were the most accurate geographical
representations of their time. In many respects, they resemble modern maps and share a surprising
level of similarity with the cartographic standards familiar to people today.

Portolans are believed to have been created in the second half of the 13th century. The oldest
examples include the Carte Pisane and Cortona chart, which date to the late 13th century. Designed
with sailors in mind, portolan maps prioritized practicality and functionality. Equipped with such a
map and a compass, sailors could confidently navigate from port to port and reach their destinations.
For over four centuries, portolan maps guided sailors across the Mediterranean and Black Seas,
along the coasts of Europe and Africa, and eventually across the oceans to the Americas, Asia, and
Australia.

Portolan maps represent the earliest systematic tools for marine navigation, incorporating more
cartographic innovations than any other type of map. The renowned Portuguese cartographer
Armando Cortesdo considered the emergence of portolans one of the most pivotal moments in the
history of cartography. Similarly, Alberto Magnaghi described them as a unique achievement, not
only in the history of navigation but also in the broader history of civilization.

Vexillology of Portolans

Much of what we know about the form, imagery, and use of medieval flags comes from literary
sources such as chronicles and statutes, as well as iconographic sources, including paintings and
miniatures. Among these, portolan maps occupy a particularly significant place.

Flags depicted on portolans almost always symbolize kingdoms and ruling dynasties. Typically,
they display the sovereign’s coat of arms, even if only on a portion of the flag. Many portolans
are adorned with the flags of various countries and cities, providing a fascinating and valuable
resource for understanding the flags of states, cities, and peoples from the late 14th century onward.
Georges Pasch vehemently criticized the notion that portolan flags served merely as decorative
elements, dismissing it as an “unsubstantiated opinion.” He asserted that it is impossible to doubt
the accuracy and reliability of the flags displayed on portolans. The esteemed French medievalist
Michel Pastoureau echoed this view, emphasizing that kingdoms, provinces, and cities were often
identified by their coats of arms on medieval maps and portolans.

Flags on nautical charts serve as a primary tool for reconstructing historical political landscapes.
A flag placed at a specific location symbolizes state sovereignty, providing insights into that area’s
administrative, commercial, and political significance. Changes in the flags depicted on maps
reflect shifts in political control. These flags also acted as navigational landmarks for sailors and,
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in most cases, accurately represented the prevailing political realities. However, errors in flag
placement occasionally occurred due to various factors, such as cartographers’ reliance on outdated
information, adherence to tradition, or deliberate distortion of political realities. For instance, rival
Italian maritime republics often omitted each other’s symbols: Venetians excluded Genoese flags in
the Black Sea region, and Genoese maps omitted Venetian flags.

Cartographers’ political sympathies also influenced their work. The Portuguese capture of Ceuta
in Morocco in 1415, seen as a Christian victory over Islam, was promptly reflected in portolan
heraldry. In contrast, the Ottoman conquest of the Black Sea region and Constantinople was ignored
on maps for over a century. European cartographers, reluctant to acknowledge the permanence of
Ottoman rule, continued to display Christian flags over Salonika and Constantinople long after
their fall to the Turks in 1430 and 1453, respectively. Genoese cartographer Albino de Canepa, for
example, adorned his 1489 map with numerous Genoese flags across the Black Sea, presenting it
as “Lake Genoa,” despite the Ottoman capture of Kaffa in 1475. Even in the 16th century, when
the Black Sea had become a Turkish domain, Italian maps continued to feature the flags of former
Christian strongholds. The delayed incorporation of Turkish flags on these maps symbolized a
refusal to accept the irreversible march of history.

As Georges Pasch aptly concluded, portolan flags were no better or worse than other historical
documents of their era and were rarely incorrect. Consequently, the political affiliation flags displayed

on portolans often serve as a terminus a quo for determining the age of a map.

Flags of Georgia

The depiction of Georgia with flags on European maritime charts can be divided into two main
periods: the maps from the 14th-15th centuries, which correspond to the era of a unified Georgia,
and the 16th-century maps, where the fragmented Georgia is sometimes depicted as the Duchy of
Odishi, but mostly reflects the period of Ottoman domination over the Black Sea ports.

It is noteworthy that the maps from the 14th-15th centuries, with a few exceptions, depict
the cities of Georgia, including Sokhumi (Sebastopolis) and Tbilisi, with a five-cross flag or its
predecessor. Previously, only eight such maps were known, but today we can present up to twenty
such maps. These include the atlases of Pietro Vesconte from 1320, 1321, and 1325, the 1327 map
of Perrino Vesconte, the 1339 and 1340 maps of Angelino Dulceti, the 1367 map of Francesco and
Domenico Pizzigani, the maps of Gabriel de Vallseca from 1439, 1440, 1447, and 1449, two maps
by Rafel Soler from 1425-50, the 1456 map of Jaume Bertran and Berenguer Ripol, the anonymous
Spanish map from 1487, the anonymous map from ¢.1500, and also an anonymous map from the
14th-15th centuries. A similar flag is likely depicted on the 1450-60 Carta Catalana, which features
a composition with only one red cross. The five-cross flag should also be represented in Andrea
Benincasa’s 1476 atlas and 1508 map, which have survived in a damaged state.

The first flags in European cartography appear on the maps of Pietro Vesconte, and the maritime
ports on the Black Sea are included among them. These maps were created for practical purposes,
to plan a new crusade, and are associated with Marino Sanudo’s project for the crusade. Pietro
Vesconte, a Genoese cartographer who worked in Venice, was a partner of Marino Sanudo. Vesconte
made a significant contribution to the development of portolans, and his influence is evident across
all schools of European maritime cartography.

Pietro Vesconte’s atlases from 1320, 1321, and 1325 are adorned with flags (see maps 4, 5, 6, and
7). One of the most notable aspects of Vesconte’s maps is the use of quite large flags. Prior to this,

no maritime or world map featured flags. Considering that flags were not present on Vesconte’s early
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maps, the idea of including them must be related to the crusading project. It is likely that Sanudo
himself requested the inclusion of flags on the maps.

With his vexillography, Pietro Vesconte, as the introducer of flags on maritime charts, laid the
foundation for a principle later used by other cartographers: a flag depicted on a portolan represents
the owner of the given point and reflects its political status (even if this sometimes occurred
mistakenly), rather than any other given context (whether religious, commercial, or otherwise).

Based on the logic of Vesconte’s maps, the flags placed on Sebastopolis and Poti should belong
to Georgia and Georgian cities. The flag of Sebastopolis, featuring a red central cross and four discs
(bezants) on a white field (Figs. 3 and 4), is clearly the predecessor of the five-cross flag, which later
frequently appears on Sebastopolis and Tbilisi.

Angelino Dulceti, who is credited with three portolans — from 1330, 1339, and circa 1340 (maps
18, 14, and 19), worked in Majorca, though he is likely originally from Genoa. This is supported
by the toponymic pattern in his maps, which is distinctly Ligurian. Dulceti is the author of the first
Catalan maps. While he largely follows his Italian predecessors, the artistic quality of his maps
represents a significant advancement and contains many new decorative elements. His work marks
the beginning of a tradition of highly decorative maps in Majorca.

On Angelino Dulceti’s 1330 map, only Sebastopolis is marked within the territory of Georgia,
depicted with oblique green stripes on a white field (Fig. 6). However, on the maps of 1339 and
1340, the situation changes. In these later maps, Sebastopolis features a flag with five red crosses
and oblique green stripes, and by the map of 1339, a red five-cross flag is raised over Tbilisi (Figs.
7 and 8).

The green-striped flag on Dulceti’s portolans likely represents Sokhumi, and possibly the entire
principality of Odishi. The combining of two flags is a well-known heraldic technique, with one flag
(featuring five crosses) symbolizing the supreme suzerain (Georgia), while the other (featuring green
stripes) represents the local government (Odishi). This effectively reflects the political situation in
Georgia at the time.

According to Vakhushti Batonishvili, during the early 14th century, Sokhumi was under the
control of the principality of Odishi. Giorgi Dadiani (d. 1323) capitalized on the weakness of the
royal government in Western Georgia and seized Sokhumi. Vakhushti writes, “Giorgi Dadiani saw
the opportunities developing among them, then he took Sokhumi as well and seized all of Odishi
up to Anakophia... and they were no longer subject to the kings.” Between 1323 and 1327, his son,
Mamia Dadiani, asserted his independence and became the ruler. In 1330, Mamia Dadiani supported
Giorgi V the Brilliant in his efforts to unify Georgia, a move that earned him the title of Amirspasalar
(commander-in-chief) of the medieval Georgian army.

Vakhushti’s account of the Dadiani family is corroborated by Arab historians. The Syrian
scholar Al-Muhibbi (d. 1384), an inspector in the Mamluk army, wrote that “The Georgians
have two kings — King David, who rules Tbilisi, and Dadiman, the king who rules Sukhum and
Abkhazia.” This work was later cited by the famous Egyptian scholar Al-Qalgashandi (1355-
1418), who provided a small clarification:

Georgians have two kings. One of them is the aforementioned governor of Tbilisi,
named ‘David’ at that time. The other is the ‘governor of Sukhumi and Abkhazia’...

referred to as Dadiani.

Thus, it is not surprising that Dadiani, as one of the most powerful princes in Western Georgia, was
distinguished by the flag of his domain. On Dulceti’s 1330 portolan, a flag flies over Sebastopolis,
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marked with green oblique stripes on a white field. In his 1339 map, the flag at Sebastopolis is
divided, featuring five red crosses and the same green stripes. Additionally, five red crosses are seen
flying over Tbilisi. Dulceti’s maps reveal his acute understanding of the political situation in Georgia:
the 1330 map accurately depicts the divided state of Georgia, with Dadiani controlling Sokhumi
and the regions of Western and Eastern Georgia separated. By 1339, following the reunification
of Georgia under Giorgi V, Dulceti’s map reflects the new political reality. A new flag flies over
Sokhumi, displaying both the symbols of the suzerain (Georgia’s five-cross flag) and the vassal
(Mamia Dadiani’s green stripes), effectively symbolizing the political relationship between the two.

The brothers Francesco and Domenico Pizzigani were Venetian cartographers. Their most
renowned work is the 1367 map of the Mediterranean, Black Sea, and Western Europe (map 20).
Among early maps, this portolan is the largest in size, includes the most topographical features,
and contains unique geographical details. The Pizzigani brothers made significant improvements to
Vesconte’s earlier model. It is believed that they were sailors themselves. Compared to earlier maps,
the Pizzigani portolan introduces 56 new toponyms. It also includes the Baltic and Caspian Seas as
well as a considerable portion of the Atlantic Ocean; the first depiction of a wind rose is also found
on the Pizzigani maps. On the Pizzigani portolan, only one city in the territory of Georgia is adorned
with a flag: Thbilisi, where the red five-cross flag is depicted (see image 10).

Gabriel de Vallseca, originally of Jewish descent, was a Majorcan cartographer born in Barcelona.
In addition to the Catalan decorative style, Valseca incorporated elements from other cartographic
schools, particularly the achievements of Italian cartography, into his maps. His famous 1439 map
reflects the latest discoveries of Portuguese navigators. This map was once owned by Amerigo
Vespucci and is believed to have accompanied him on his voyages to the Americas. Valseca’s known
works include the maps of 1439, 1447, and 1449. Additionally, two other maps, one from 1440
and another created around 1447, are attributed to him or his workshop. On all these maps, above
Sebastopolis (Sokhumi), a divided flag with five red crosses and diagonal green stripes is depicted
(Fig. 11).

On two maps created between 1425 and 1450 by the Majorcan cartographer Rafel Soler,
Sebastopolis is shown with a flag featuring five red crosses and diagonal green stripes (Fig. 13).
Rafel is believed to be the son of Guillelmus Soler. A map of the Mediterranean and Black Seas
signed by him, preserved at Humboldt University (MS H14-12), was long considered anonymous
until its authorship was clarified by Ramon Pujades. Through comparison and analysis, Pujades also
determined that an unsigned portolan chart of the Mediterranean, Black Sea, and Western Europe,
housed in the Bibliothéque nationale de France (MS GE B-8268), belonged to Rafel Soler or his
workshop.

On the 1456 map of the Mediterranean, Black Sea, and Western Europe by Jaume Bertran and
Berenguer Ripol, Sebastopolis again features the divided flag with five red crosses and diagonal
green stripes (Fig. 14). This map, created through the collaboration of two Majorcan masters,
includes place names added by Bertran and decorative elements by Ripol. Unfortunately, on Bertran’s
portolans of 1482 and 1489, the flags of Sebastopolis are darkened and nearly illegible. However, it
is still possible to discern that they consist of two parts (Fig. 15). It is reasonable to assume that these
flags also featured five crosses. Considering that cartographers rarely changed the symbols they once
adopted, and recalling that Jaume Bertran already used the divided five-cross flag for Sebastopolis,
the presence of such flags on the 1482 and 1489 maps seems plausible.
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The Carta Catalana, created by an unknown author between 1450 and 1460, represents a
significant advancement in the evolution of medieval mappamundi. 1t depicts the Earth as three
continents surrounded by water. In the Caucasus region, Sebastopolis is distinctly marked with a
vignette, featuring a traditional divided flag with diagonal green stripes. However, instead of five
red crosses on a white field in the second part, there is a single central red cross (Fig. 16). Five
crosses are implied here, though the author, for reasons unknown to us, did not bother with accurate

representation.

Andrea Benincasa, an Italian cartographer from Ancona and the son of the renowned geographer
Grazioso Benincasa, was both a sailor and a cartographer, like his father. On the map of the eastern
Mediterranean and Black Sea from his 1476 atlas, as well as the map of the Mediterranean, Black
Sea, and eastern Atlantic from 1508, the customary divided flag is depicted above Sebastopolis
(Fig. 17). Unfortunately, on both maps, the half of the flag where the five red crosses should be is
damaged, leaving only the striped half visible. Nevertheless, the diagonal green stripes, traditionally
associated with Sebastopolis and its five-cross flag, remain identifiable.

The five-cross flags of Sebastopolis are also found on anonymous portolan charts. On
a map of the Mediterranean, Black Sea, and Western Europe created by an anonymous Catalan
cartographer around 1487, the upper part of Sebastopolis’s flag is damaged, but the five red crosses
with accompanying diagonal stripes are clearly visible (Fig. 18). Another map of the Mediterranean
and Black Seas by an anonymous Catalan cartographer, dated approximately 1500, also depicts the
same five-cross flag with diagonal stripes over Sebastopolis (Fig. 19). A slightly different flag of
Sebastopolis appears on an anonymous 14th-15th century map, reportedly preserved in the British
Museum according to the Abkhazian researcher Mirra Khotelashvili-Inal-ipa. This map is thought to
be part of the collection of the famous Italian geographer Giovanni Battista Ramusio (1485-1557).
The Sebastopolis flag on this map consists of two parts, with both the five crosses and diagonal
stripes rendered in red (Fig. 20). It is likely that the substitution of the traditional green stripes with
red ones was an inadvertent mistake by the map’s author. However, a more definitive conclusion
would require a thorough examination of the entire portolan chart.

In the 14th century, another noteworthy map deserves attention: the map of the Mediterranean,
Black Sea, and Western Europe created by Guillelmus Soler between 1368 and 1385. Guillelmus
Soler, a skilled Majorcan cartographer, was entrusted by the royal family to complete Abraham
Cresques’s map after his passing. Soler’s map introduces a new motif for Sebastopolis’ flag, featuring
a white hand on a red field (Fig. 21). The “Book of Knowledge of All Kingdoms” also depicts
Sebastopolis with a hand-bearing flag (Fig. 22). Half a century later, the hand motif appears again on
a 1428 map by Johannes de Viladestes, another representative of the Catalan cartographic school,
showing the Mediterranean, Black Sea, and Western Europe (Fig. 23).

Abkhazian historians offer various interpretations of this symbol. Khotelashvili-Inal-ipa links it
to early Christian ritual stones and the ethnonym “Abkhaz,” while V. Chirikba considers it the flag
of Abkhazia. However, the hand symbol can be straightforwardly explained through its Georgian
context: hand-bearing stelae were markers of landownership in feudal Georgia, erected by and in
the name of kings. It is plausible that European cartographers depicted the hand symbol seen on a

stele in Sokhumi.

From the 16th century onward, flags of the Ottoman Empire, featuring various crescent designs,
increasingly dominated Georgia’s coastal areas. This shift reflects political changes and Turkish
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dominance in the Black Sea region. However, the Portuguese school’s representatives, father and son

Lopo and Diogo Homem, presented different flags for Samegrelo, loaded with Christian symbolism.

Lopo Homem, the official cartographer of the Portuguese crown, established a tradition of
depicting Samegrelo (Odishi) with azure and red flags. His 1554 planisphere shows a blue-and-
red flag divided into quarters by a gold cross, with a firesteels in each quarter, placed above Cape
Bichvinta (c. de giro) (Fig. 27). European cartographers often used blue and red to denote Ottoman
territories; whether this principle applied to Samegrelo remains unclear. However, the gold cross
likely symbolizes the Principality of Odishi, with the quaterfoils signifying Ottoman influence as
the successor of Byzantium.

Diogo Homem, who worked in Venice, created even more refined representations of Samegrelo’s
(Megralia) flags. On a map dated circa 1560, he depicted a square flag divided into quarters by a
central gold cross, with red fields in the first and third quarters and white fields in the second and
fourth (Fig. 28a). This flag retains the colours (red and white), composition (quartered design), and
central cross of the earlier unified monarchy’s flags. This composition recurs in later maps, although
the flag’s colours change. For example, on a 1560 map of the Mediterranean, Black Sea, and Western
Europe, Samegrelo is shown with a rectangular blue-and-red flag divided by a gold cross (Fig. 28b).
Subsequent maps feature variations, such as a rectangular two-tailed flag with a gold cross on a red
field (Fig. 28cd).

What historical context explains these variations? They likely reflect heraldic recognition of the
Principality of Samegrelo’s independence. Hungarian King’s envoy, Antal Verancsics, recorded that
in February 1557, Levan I Dadiani secured recognition from the Ottoman Sultan for his autonomy
from the Kingdom of Imereti. European cartographers, including Diogo Homem, appear to have
promptly recorded this event in their maps.

This independence, however, was limited to autonomy from Imereti, with Dadiani remaining a
vassal to the Ottoman Sultan. Consequently, Diogo Homem’s maps also include flags indicating
Ottoman suzerainty over Samegrelo. For instance, 1559 and 1563 maps depict Samegrelo with
green two-tailed flags, one with a crescent and firesteels, and the other with small gold crosses.
Both the crescent and firesteels reference the Ottoman Empire as Byzantium’s successor (Fig.
29a), while the green flag with gold crosses represents a Christian state under Ottoman vassalage
(Fig. 29b).

The study of flags depicted on portolan maps within Georgian territories reveals an intriguing
pattern. It becomes evident that the five-cross composition marking Georgian territory was
independently employed by the three principal cartographic schools of the 14th century: the Genoese
(Pietro and Perrino Vescontes), the Majorcan (Angelino Dulcet, Gabriel de Vallseca, Rafel Soler,
Jaume Bertran, and Berenguer Ripol), and the Venetian (Francesco and Domenico Pizzigani). On
these maps, flags are most frequently placed over Sebastopolis, which aligns naturally with the
function of portolan maps and Sebastopolis’ role as a significant maritime port. Due to its inland
location, Tbilisi appears only on the maps of Dulceti and the Pizzigani brothers.

Portolan maps accurately reflect the distinction between Western and Eastern heraldic traditions:
while Western European cities are primarily marked with coats of arms, flags are used to denote
cities in the Eastern Mediterranean and Black Sea regions. This indicates that the cartographers
either lacked knowledge of the owners’ heraldic arms or that such arms simply did not exist, which
aligns with the historical reality of Eastern Christendom (including Georgia), where heraldry was

absent until later periods, emerging under European influence. Flags, however, were always present.
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This provides further evidence that the heraldic knowledge depicted on portolan maps corresponds
to historical reality.

Despite this, opponents of the five-cross flag fail to account for the established patterns of
flag representation on portolan maps. They dismiss it as “Catholic,” “Crusader,” or “Franciscan”
and equate it with the flag of the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem. In the following chapters, we will
address these arguments, starting with the symbolism of Crusader Jerusalem.

Jerusalem Cross

On the flags raised across the territory of Georgia, we see various forms of a five-cross
composition, which is none other than the Jerusalem Cross. In Georgian historiography, there are
mistaken views regarding the origin, time, and circumstances of the Jerusalem Cross, as well as its
spread. It is incorrectly associated with the First Crusade and the first Latin Kingdom in the Holy
Land. However, as we will discover, the five-cross composition of Jerusalem has a long and different
history.

The Jerusalem cross is comprised of four small equilateral yellow crosses positioned within
the branches of a central cross. This arrangement is set against a white field, deliberately defying
the fundamental rule of heraldry that prohibits the placement of metal on metal. This deliberate
violation underscores its distinctiveness.

The adoption of the five-cross configuration, symbolizing Jerusalem, occurred relatively later.
It is absent from the early phases of the Crusades and remained entirely unfamiliar in Palestine.
Furthermore, the coins minted in the Kingdom of Jerusalem do not showcase the presence of the
five crosses.

By the mid-13th century, various iterations of the Jerusalem cross began to emerge. Its initial
documented appearance dates back to 1228, on a sealed document associated with Gauthier IV
(1205-46), count of Brienne. Gauthier’s seal depicts the family lion on the obverse and the Jerusalem
cross on the reverse, with the central cross surrounded by numerous smaller crosses.

The evolution of the Jerusalem cross is illustrated in the works of Matthew Paris. Within the
Historia Anglorum, dated between 1250 and 1255/59, depictions of shields portraying events such
as the passing of Godfrey of Bouillon (1100) and the accession of Baldwin I reveal a white cross
on a yellow field. A similar shield is evident in depictions of the deaths of Fulk of Anjou (1142) and
Henry of Champagne (1197). The passing of John of Brienne (1237) is also portrayed on a yellow
shield featuring the same white cross. However, in a subsequent miniature illustrating the coats
of arms of the five kings who took the cross, the shield of John of Brienne undergoes significant
modification, with added silver crosses.

In subsequent armorials, the number of crosses decreases, taking on a more recognizable form.
The Segars Roll of 1285 showcases only five crosses on the coat of arms of the King of Jerusalem.
In armorials of Bellenville and Gelre from the latter half of the 14th century, the coat of arms of the
king of Cyprus presents five golden crosses on a silver shield, symbolizing Jerusalem.

At the same time, the Jerusalem cross appears on coins. In 1277, Charles I of Anjou (1266-85) was
crowned King of Jerusalem, and to commemorate this occasion, he minted a gold coin featuring his
new coat of arms on the reverse side, seamlessly blending the Jerusalem cross with the Angevin lilies.

The origin of this five-figure composition seems to be found in the Eastern Roman Empire. In the
second half of the 11th century, the Bayeux Tapestry portrays a flag adorned with bezants embroidered
in the cantons of the central cross. The cross with bezants motif is recurrent in numismatics across

both continental Europe and the British Isles. The states that emerged following the fall of the Roman
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Empire minted coins imitating the weight standards and iconography found in Byzantine currency.
The Merovingians, in imitation of Byzantium, inserted diverse letters and geometric patterns into
the corners of the cross depicted on their coins. The depiction of bezants within the arms of the cross
can also be observed on Merovingian gold coins and silver denarii. This trend gained further traction
in Carolingian Europe. On the reverse side of Carolingian coins, we occasionally encounter pellet
within each of the four arms of the cross. Alternatively, crescents or eight pellets sometimes replace
the traditional four, or two annulets are depicted instead.

The cross adorned with various images is well known in Eastern Christianity. After Christ’s
labarum brought victory to Constantine the Great in 312, the sign of the cross is often found on
Byzantine flags and money. A cross decorated with four letter-marks or four figures (such as crosses,
bezants, pellets, and stars) has been featured in Byzantine numismatics since the 6th century.

The cross with bezants was widely present within the Byzantine context, reaching into the
domain of flags. Furthermore, it can be asserted that the cross with bezants evolved into a symbol
representing the imperial authority. A Greek manuscript from the 11th century, preserved in the
Vatican Library (Vat. gr. 752), portrays the flag on three occasions. In each case, the central cross is
adorned with bezants, and in two instances, it accompanies the emperor.

The transformation of the five-figure geometric composition into the five-cross symbol is an
intriguing evolution to consider.

From the works of Matthew Paris, it becomes evident that the shield of John of Brienne (featuring
a silver cross on a gold shield) underwent a transformation, emerging as a silver cross on a gold
background adorned with fourteen smaller crosses. This change likely resulted from the incorporation
of the coats of arms of both Jerusalem and Constantinople, symbolizing John’s role as the Emperor
of Constantinople. The second Latin emperor of Constantinople, Henry of Flanders (1206-1216),
altered his coat of arms under the influence of local tradition. His red flag, attire, and helmet became
adorned with numerous small gold crosses. Henry’s seal also featured four small crosses in a circle
(in bezants) within the quadrants of the central cross.

It appears that the Byzantine tradition, which was already reflected in the heraldry of the Latin
emperors of Constantinople during the 10s of the 13th century, exerted a certain influence on the
emblematics of the Kingdom of Jerusalem in the 20s.

It’s conceivable that the Byzantine legacy played a significant role in shaping the five-cross
symbol. Their influence established the five-figure composition within European numismatics and
heraldry, and it seems that a tradition established at the royal court of Constantinople prompted the
Crusaders to embellish the central cross with smaller crosses, which ultimately led to the formation

of the five-cross symbol.

Missions of the Catholic Church in the East

Opponents of the five-cross flag argue that it represents Catholic missions in Georgia. In
response, David Muskhelishvili refuted this claim, pointing out that no Catholic bishoprics
in the East are marked with a five-cross flag on portolans. Although there were numerous
Catholic bishoprics in Iran, for example, the flag raised over these territories was not the
five-cross flag, but rather the flag of the Ilkhanate Khanate, which was the dominant political
power at the time.

While this explanation seems sufficient to resolve the matter, given the continued references
to Catholic missions, it is worth examining the presence of Catholic institutions in Georgia and
assessing whether the five-cross flag could have been used to represent them.
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Catholic missions in Georgia began in the first half of the 13th century. In 1233, the Georgian
king received the Franciscan monk Giacomo da Russano, sent by Pope Gregory IX (1227-41), who
established a mission in Tbilisi. In 1240, the Pope dispatched eight Dominican monks to Tbilisi,
where they founded a mission, which ceased to exist by 1256.

The Dominicans briefly had a residence in Sebastia (Sivas) in the late 13th century, first appearing
there in 1289. The Franciscans, represented by the convent founded by Marco di Montefeltro, also
had a presence in Sebastia. In 1277-80, the Muslims destroyed their church bells, although the
Franciscan convent is mentioned again in 1292. By the end of the 13th century, the missionaries left
Sebastia, but after Bernard of Piacenza became bishop in 1318, it is likely that the mission returned.
However, Bernard remains the only active bishop to have resided there.

In 1289-90, the Dominicans established a presence in Tabriz, the capital of the Ilkhanate.
By the end of the 13th century, Franciscans had houses in Tabriz, Salmas, Sivas, and Erzincan.
According to a list of Franciscan and Dominican convents in the Mongol Empire (De locis
Fratrum Minorum et Fratrum Praedicatorum in Tartaria), by 1318, the Eastern Vicariate
of the Franciscans had been divided into three custodies: Constantinople (covering Western
Anatolia), Trabzon (the rest of Anatolia), and Tabriz (including Greater Armenia, Azerbaijan,
South Georgia, and Mesopotamia).

In 1312, the Dominican Order created a special organization for preaching in the East, the Societas
fratrum peregrinantium propter Christum inter gentes. This missionary jurisdiction encompassed
parts of Greece, Egypt, Nubia, and all of Asia except Palestine, Syria, and Cilician Armenia. The
organization was divided into sections (contratae). There were Dominican residences in Kafa and
Tana (Black Sea region) and in Persia (Tabriz, Maragha, and Dekharegan). By 1315, a Dominican
convent was also established in Trabzon.

In 1318, Pope John XXII placed the newly established archbishopric of Soltaniyeh under the
care of the Dominicans. This jurisdiction included Ilkhanate lands (Anatolia, Armenia, Georgia,
Azerbaijan, and Iran), as well as Central Asia, India, and Ethiopia. Six dioceses were placed
under Sultaniye: Smyrna, Sivas, Sebastopolis, Tabriz, Dekharegan, and Maragha. The Franciscans
controlled the remaining territories of the Mongol Empire, including the Golden Horde, the eastern
part of the Chagatai Khanate, and the Eastern Empire of the Great Khan.

In 1329, the Soltaniyeh province was reorganized, and the diocese of Smyrna, which had been
conquered by the Emirate of Aydin that year, was transferred to Tbilisi. This restored the original
Dominican residence that had been abandoned in the 13th century. In 1329, Dominican John of
Florence was appointed bishop of Tbilisi, and the dioceses of Smyrna and Sebastopolis were
removed from the episcopal list of Sultaniye.

From 1318, the first bishop of Sebastopolis was Bernardo Moretti, and from 1330, Pietro Gerald.
The diocese of Sebastopolis continued to exist until 1450 or 1472. In the second half of the 14th
century, Catholic missions expanded to Akhaltsikhe, where Franciscans were present in 1373 and
1390, and in 1382, with the permission of Clement VII (1378-94), the Dominicans were granted a
residence by the King of Georgia.

As we can see, Catholic missions operated in many regions of the East, including Georgia, during
the 13th and 14th centuries. If the five red crosses were indeed meant to denote a Catholic mission,
why are they found exclusively in Georgia? The only exception is Sebastia (Sivas), and even there,
the five-cross flag appears only after the mission had been abolished. Vesconte’s maps from the
1320s do not show the Sebastia flag at all, and Dulceti’s 1330 map only depicts the flag of the
Ilkhans. The five-cross flag only appears alongside the Ilkhanate flag in 1339, by which time the
mission had already been dissolved.

In fact, not only were ordinary Franciscan or Catholic missions absent from portolans with a red
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five-cross flag, but even the Custody of the Holy Land, operated by the Franciscans in Jerusalem,
was not represented in this manner. If the principal Catholic mission in the Muslim world was
not symbolized by a five-cross flag, there seems to be no logical reason to attribute such a flag to
Catholic missions within Christian Georgia.

The reality is that no Catholic mission is ever represented by a flag on portolans. When a flag
appears at a location where a Catholic mission operated, it always signifies the owner (or suzerain)
of that territory. For example, the flag of Genoa, marked with a red cross, is raised over Caffa and
Pera, while Tana displays the coat of arms of the Golden Horde or the winged lion of Venice, and
Trebizond bears the double-headed eagle of the Byzantine Empire. Other cities, such as Soltaniyeh,
Tabriz, and Erzincan, are marked with the flag of the Ilkhans. This pattern remains consistent across
all portolans. It is therefore clear that the flags raised over Tbilisi and Sebastopolis in Dulceti’s maps

represent the sovereigns of these cities: the King of Georgia and the ruler of Sokhumi.

Franciscans and the Jerusalem Flag

In Georgian vexillological literature, it is rightly noted that the red five-cross flag seen on Portolan
charts on Georgia differs from the five-cross flag of the Kingdom of Jerusalem, which was golden
in colour and had a different shape. However, A. Silagadze and G. Japaridze have pointed out the
existence of another version of the Jerusalem flag, featuring five red crosses on a white background,
which was flown on the ships of the Franciscan order. Let us explore the context surrounding the
Franciscans and their use of the red cross banner.

The Franciscan Order established the Province of the Holy Land in 1217 but was forced to leave
Palestine following the fall of Acre in 1291. In 1333, King Robert of Naples (1309-43) and his wife,
Sancha, succeeded, after great expense and effort, in securing from the Egyptian Sultan Nasir al-Din
Muhammad the right for the Franciscans to have a presence at the Holy Sepulcher. In 1342, Pope
Clement VI (1342-52) officially declared the Franciscans as the guardians of the Holy Land, a role
that involved protecting Christian sites and caring for pilgrims.

On November 24, 1427, Sultan Barsbay (1422-38) granted full rights to the Franciscans, ensuring
that their pilgrimages were unhindered and that alms sent from Christian countries could pass freely
through docks and roads. As Gerhard Dumke suggests, these and similar orders were likely the
primary reasons the Franciscans adopted the flag of Jerusalem. Left alone in the Holy Land, the
Franciscans needed to find ways to transport the goods they required by sea and to care for the
pilgrims and members of their order. To ensure their safety, their ships needed special status. Thus,
they sought international recognition for the neutrality of their flag. To this end, they adopted the
five-cross of Jerusalem, a symbol that had existed even before the Crusader era. Ships sailing under
this flag, bringing alms from Europe to the Holy Land, were exempt from all taxes. According to
established international practice, the flag of Jerusalem was considered neutral.

As we can see, the red five-cross flag was indeed used by the Franciscans, and their ships sailed
under it. However, the practice of using the Jerusalem flag on ships dates to a later period. Based on
the register of Franciscan ships preserved in Jerusalem, Dumke states that the practice of assigning
the flag of the Holy Land to ship captains did not emerge until the late Middle Ages. Dumke, who is
familiar with the use of the Jerusalem cross on coins from the 13th century, believes that the use of
the Jerusalem cross on flags would have appeared much later. He argues that we should not assume
the flag of Jerusalem existed in the early medieval period because the first city flags for major
trading centers only appeared in the 13th century, and these were still relatively simple in form.

Indeed, in the Mediterranean, Genoa (1238), Venice, and Pisa were among the first to use flags. By

288

Jom01ITN R4 M3J30 RO IBGHMIIXRN 3MHSMRO6I30

1253, Marseille required all its ships to fly a white flag with a blue cross, and the Hanseatic cities of
Liibeck (1280), Stralsund, and Elbing later adopted similar practices in the north.

The five red crosses of Jerusalem do not appear in images before the 15th century. The earliest
depiction of the Franciscan cross may be on a pilgrim ship, found in the account of Konrad
Griinenberg’s 1486 journey to the Holy Land. Griinenberg, along with other pilgrims, arrived in the
Levant aboard a Venetian galley owned by Agostino Contarini, and he even depicted this ship in a
manuscript now preserved in the Baden State Library in Karlsruhe (Fig. 129).

This evidence suggests that the Franciscans did not create the red five-cross flag of Jerusalem.
Instead, they adopted a preexisting flag, one that had been in use before their involvement and whose
red crosses had already appeared in various documents, including nautical charts. Even if we assume
that the Franciscans began using the red five-cross flag from the outset, it would not have occurred
until 1342, when the Pope granted them custodianship of the Holy Land, and more likely not until
November 24, 1427, when Sultan Barsbay permitted it. Therefore, the use of the five-cross flags in
Georgia (Tbilisi and Sebastopolis) predates these events, as evidenced by Angelino Dulceti’s 1339
map, not to mention the charts of Pietro and Perrino Vesconte from 1320, 1321, 1325, and 1327,

featuring the red cross and four bezants.

Georgian, Armenian, and Eastern Chronicles on the Georgian Flag

Information about the flags of the unified Georgian monarchy is exceedingly scarce, and even
fewer details exist regarding their design. References to the colour or appearance of the “Gorgasliani-
Davitiani” flag come only from Tamar’s first historian (12th-13th centuries), Stepanos Orbeliani
(13th century), and the Persian chronicler Muhammad ibn Ali Rawandi (12th-13th centuries).

Rawandi’s account pertains to the mid-12th century, a period when a strengthened Georgia was
advancing into northern Armenia and Arran to confront Muslim state entities. This account describes
King George III’s defeat in battle against Muslim forces following earlier successes, such as his
victories at Ani and the capture of Dvin. Shortly after his coronation in 1157, specifically in 1160,
George III launched active campaigns against Muslims. In 1161, he defeated an Islamic coalition
organized by Shah-Armen Suqman II near Ani, and in 1162, he captured Dvin, the ancient capital of
Armenia. Georgian successes prompted Muslim rulers to unite against them. A coalition army, led
by Shams al-Din Eldiguz, Atabeg of Azerbaijan, along with his protégé Toghrul III, Iraqi Turkish
emirs, and Shah-Armen Sugman II, marched against George III. In 1163, this united Muslim force
achieved a decisive victory over George III at the Battle of Gerger (Gargar). The Muslims gained
a significant advantage in their conflict with Georgia, seizing the initiative. The following year,
Georgia lost Ani (1164), which was only recaptured in 1174.

For this discussion, the most intriguing aspect of the Battle of Gerger is the detailed inventory of
items lost by the Georgians. The wealth seized was so impressive that it is mentioned by multiple
Muslim authors. Rawandi’s account, though brief, provides particularly valuable information about
the Georgian flag. According to the Persian chronicler,

Had it not been for the Atabeg’s caution, who forbade the Muslim army from pursuing
them relentlessly, not a single Georgian would have escaped, and the King of the
Abkhazians would have been captured. However, they seized all the white flags, gold
crosses, silver barrels, the treasury, and the wine cellar. The king, barefoot, mounted his

horse at the last moment and managed to escape.
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It is possible to draw important conclusions from the Rawandi’s account. Based on it, the colour
of the Georgian flag can ultimately be determined. The first historian of Tamar speaks about the
colour of the state flag: “the banner of Gorgasali, which has been white since the time of Gorgasali’s
entry into Sind.” Rawandi’s account corroborates Georgian-Armenian chronicles and unequivocally
confirms that the flag of the unified monarchy was indeed white.

However, it is evident that the Georgian flag could not have been simply plain white. The field
of the flag, the dominant background colour, was white, making it immediately visible from a
distance. However, it would almost certainly have featured Christian symbols, such as depictions
of an archangel, a saint, or a cross. Rawandi’s account suggests that these elements were likely
presented in a heraldic manner, represented symbolically. The chronicler might have disregarded
such symbols, perhaps due to their size or the limited space they occupied, focusing instead on the
flag’s primary colour. However, he would not have ignored a naturalistic depiction of an archangel
or Saint George, which would have been the dominant figure on the flag due to its size and visual
prominence, drawing attention away from the flag’s field.

The most comprehensive information about the heraldic depiction on the Georgian flag is
provided by Stepanos Orbeliani, a descendant of the Georgian nobility, the Orbelis, who describes
the standards of the King and the Amirspasalar of 12th-century Georgia:

It was ordained for the King’s flag to be of white cloth with a red nshan, while they
[Amirspasalar] were commanded to have a flag of red cloth with a white nshan upon it.

According to David Muskhelishvili’s interpretation, the Armenian word nshan (emblem,
depiction) also meant “cross” and was translated as such. Thus, the text should be read as follows:
“It was customary for the King's flag to be white, with a red cross (upon it).”

Based on Stepanos, the royal flag was white with a red “emblem” on it, while the Amirspasalar’s
flag was red with a white “emblem,” indicating a reversal of the state flag’s colours for the military
flag. The inversion of colours is a known heraldic technique used to show special respect for the flag
whose colours are alternated. Georgian royal and military flags demonstrate another heraldic method:
military flags are usually derived from the national flag. This is evident in countries such as Great
Britain, France, and Switzerland, and was also the case in Georgia, further reflecting the high cultural
sophistication of Georgian state authorities, who applied this method as early as the 12th century.

As we see, three independent sources provide consistent information about the medieval Georgian
flag: a Georgian historian (Tamar’s first chronicler), an Armenian chronicler (Stepanos Orbeliani),
and a Persian chronicler (Ravandi). All confirm that the royal flag was white. Stepanos adds that
a red nshan (cross) was depicted on it. There should be little doubt that in the 12th century, the
Georgian royal flag consisted of a red cross on white fabric.

Taking into account the data from European portolans, which fully align with Stepanos Orbeliani’s
account, we can confidently conclude that the Georgian flag featured a red five-cross composition.

Jerusalem Cross in Georgia

Jerusalem cross were commonly used in medieval Georgia, including both crosses with bezants
and the five-cross designs themselves. The cross with four bezants is depicted on the facade of
Tabatskuri Church (10th century), the stele near St. George’s Church in Toki (9th-10th centuries), the
window of Kasagina Church (10th century), the iconostasis of Kaberi Church (10th-11th centuries),
and the south stoa of Kumurdo Church (11th century) (Fig. 132a). Five-cross designs can be found
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on the Dmanisi stone cross, as well as on the facades of Bochorma Church (11th-12th centuries)
(Fig. 134a) and Chkheri Church (15th century) (Fig. 134b).

There are additional examples of five-figure crosses featuring bezants, such as an image from the
Kumurdo temple (Fig. 132b), on the bell tower of Kheoti Church (15th century) (Fig. 132¢), and
still preserved with red paint on the south facade of the Church of Simon Canaanite in New Athos
(10th century) (Fig. 132d). A combined composition with two bezants and two crosses is depicted
in Samshvilde (Fig. 133). Five-cross motifs also appear on the Temple of St. Nino in Ude (6th-7th
centuries) (Fig. 134c), the Church of Jaqisman (13th-14th centuries) (Fig. 134d), and a bas-relief in
Jerusalem, at the Church of St. John in the former Georgian monastery. This latter image, now under
Franciscan ownership, is acknowledged by them as being of Georgian origin (Fig. 134e).

These numerous examples of five-figure crosses scattered across different times and locations do
not necessarily suggest that this composition directly influenced the design of Georgia’s state flag.

However, they clearly demonstrate that the Jerusalem cross held significance within Georgian culture.

The Jerusalem Cross in Royal documents

A more significant conclusion can be drawn from instances where the Jerusalem cross appears
on symbols of royal authority. Such examples are evident in Georgian numismatics, seals, and
diplomatic documents, both handwritten and stone-carved.

Recent research by David Maisuradze and Nestan Bagauri has identified the presence of a
Jerusalem cross with four dots in Georgian documents from the 11th century. The earliest example
is a deed by Bagrat IV dated 1057-58, where this cross appears before the signature of George,
Catholicos of Kartli (Fig. 135a). Later, this symbol is consistently found in the signatures of all the
kings of united Georgia (Fig. 135b-h), as well as in those of other secular and clerical figures. It
seems that, from the 11th to the 14th centuries, the cross with four dots was a mandatory element in
the drafting of official documents.

The Jerusalem Cross in Diplomatic Acts

The same type of Jerusalem cross is also found carved into stone in diplomatic acts. In Kvemo
Kartli, within the Dmanisi municipality, northeast of the village of Didi Gomareti, at the ruins of
the ancient settlement of Tkemliani, near a church and an apothecary, employees of the Dmanisi
Museum discovered a stele with a hand engraving. This stele bears an inscription in Asomtavruli
script mentioning Queen Rusudan and King David, dating to 1230-45. At the top of the stele, a relief
cross set within a circle stands on a three-stepped pedestal. Four spheres are positioned between the
cross’s arms. Below the cross, an open hand is carved — a symbol of royal authority (Fig. 136).

Unlike the Jerusalem crosses depicted on Georgian churches and other structures, this instance is
particularly significant as it represents an official act of royal authority. It is known that, in 12th-13th
century Georgia, steles bearing hand engravings were erected by or on behalf of kings to signify
territorial ownership. In feudal Georgia, a “mark of hand” symbolized authority, while the steles
themselves were legal documents carved into stone. These hand-engraved stone columns, known as
“hands,” represented royal acts drafted according to diplomatic protocol. The open hand depicted on
the stele symbolized the tangible power of the king.

Clearly, no image on a royal act was chosen at random, and every symbol accompanying the
“hand” should be interpreted as an expression of royal ideology. The cross on the Tkemliani stele

291



303330 6ImBI300

is particularly intriguing because it succinctly conveys the mystery of Golgotha through refined
symbolism. The stepped cross represents the cross erected on Golgotha, with the steps symbolizing
Mount Golgotha itself and the cross with four spheres symbolizing the Savior. Thus, the stone
column symbolically depicts the crucified Savior on Golgotha. This finding not only confirms the
use of the Jerusalem cross in royal acts but also indicates that Georgians understood its significance
and employed it appropriately for its intended purpose.

Numismatic Data

Jerusalem cross also appear on the coins of the Georgian monarchy. This is significant, considering
that coins represented the highest legal validation of royal legitimacy. Coins minted by supreme
authority were used to declare political messages, and the symbols engraved on them were never
accidental.

Before examining coins from the 12th-13th centuries, it is worth highlighting a numismatic
example from the 10th century. According to Tornike Asatiani, the reverse of a coin minted
by David Kuropalates bears a composition resembling the Jerusalem cross, where the arms of
the central cross are filled with Asomtavruli inscriptions (Fig. 139). Indeed, the Asomtavruli
letters inscribed within the arms of the True Cross erected on Golgotha form a geometric five-
figure composition, evoking associations with the Jerusalem cross. Both crosses symbolize
the crucified Savior.

Such associations are no longer needed in the case of a copper coin minted by David IV in 1118,
which explicitly and boldly proclaims the imperial ambitions of its issuer. A new specimen of this
coin type, previously known only from a unique piece in the British Museum, entered the collection
of the Georgian National Museum in 2021. Its reverse features a cross with four dots (or bezants)
placed between the arms (Fig. 140). The entire reverse design, with a cross inscribed in a circle
and surrounded by inscriptions, clearly draws inspiration from Crusader coins. This type closely
resembles Crusader coinage, particularly the reverse of a coin minted by King William II Rufus
of England (1087-1100) (Fig. 141). How did English coins reach the East in such quantities as to
attract the attention of Georgian kings? The answer lies in the financial movement accompanying
the Crusades. Before the First Crusade, its leaders estimated the monetary resources needed for the
journey, including various European coins still found in Syria-Palestine. As for William Rufus’s
coins, their path can be traced precisely: in 1096, William’s brother, Robert Curthose, mortgaged the
Duchy of Normandy to the king for 10,000 marks to finance his Crusade. These English coins likely
reached the East and later inspired local derivatives. The Crusaders’ success and the appearance of
their coins in the East must have been the final impetus for David the Builder to adopt the Jerusalem
cross on state coinage — a motif already in use by the Georgian royal court in the 11th century.

Coins from the reigns of Tamar and David (1200) (Fig. 142), Rusudan (1230) (Fig. 143), and
David VI Narin (1247) (Fig. 144) feature the Jerusalem cross with four dots, consistent with its
depiction in Georgian royal documents. While initially part of the coins date’s, the Jerusalem cross
later emerged as an independent symbol on coins from the reign of Vakhtang III (1297/98 and
1299/1300) and on anonymous Georgian-Ilkhanid coins from the early 14th century (Fig. 145).

Of course, the appearance of the Jerusalem cross on coins does not necessarily mean it was used
on flags. However, there are sufficient medieval examples where the same motif appears on both
coins and flags. The transition of symbols from numismatics to heraldry is not universally observed,
but in Georgia, the consistent depiction of the same motif on David IV’s and subsequent monarchs’

coins and later confirmed on portolan maps strongly suggests such a transition.
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Seal of King George

Jerusalem cross was also used on Georgian royal seals. Temo Jojua studied two medieval manuscripts:
the Gareji collection of 1160 copied by Nikoloz Nikrai (Ven. 4) and the Alaverdi hagiographic
collection (A-382). He discovered the five-cross seal of King of Kings George, which represents the
oldest surviving impression of a Georgian royal seal. These manuscripts were kept in the royal library,
and on their pages, a circular seal with five-cross symbol and with two Asomtavruli inscriptions
(“The Cross of Christ. The Cross of Christ” and “Servant of God, King of Kings George”) indicating
their belonging to the king.

The seal features a large central equilateral cross, with a smaller crosslets at the end of each arm.
The spaces between the arms of the large cross are inscribed with four abbreviated Asomtavruli
words: “The Cross of Christ. The Cross of Christ.” In other words, the impressions on these seals
display a highly original version of the five-cross composition, in which the traditional symbols —
small crosses between the arms of the larger cross, are replaced with meaningful words inscribed
within these spaces.

The visualization of these words as crosses is supported not only by their content but also by the
shapes of their Asomtavruli letters, which are rendered with outlines resembling crosses. Because of
this feature, viewers can perceive the words, even without reading them, as crosses embedded in the
spaces between the arms of the large cross.

Account of Parsadan Gorgijanidze

Georgian scholar Tsiala Gvaberidze drew attention to the highly significant report by Parsadan
Gorgijanidze (1626-96) about the flag used during the consecration of Giorgi IV Lasha as king, and
she correctly explained its content. According to Gorgijanidze:

The king of kings, Tamar, blessed her son Lasha Giorgi during his lifetime, crowned
him with a glorious crown, placed him on the throne, gave him a scepter, and raised
before him the victorious flag, which was made as a symbol of the crucifixion.

Clearly, the chronicler is referring to the Jerusalem cross imprinted on the flag, which represented
the crucifixion by symbolically depicting the Savior’s five wounds.

Can we trust a 17th-century historian writing several centuries after the event in question?
Fortunately, the reliability and sources of Gorgijanidze’s work have been thoroughly examined in
Georgian historiography. Revaz Kiknadze discovered that Parsadan Gorgijanidze had access to an
older and more complete version of Tamar’s historian’s work than the versions that have survived
to the present day. This is why Gorgijanidze’s work retains the status of a primary source, and many
aspects of Tamar’s chronicle are clarified based on it. The reference to the Georgian state flag in
this context is significant. Clearly, without access to the original source, the author would not have

invented such a detail nor conceived of it on his own.

Konrad Griinenberg’s Account of the Georgians

Konrad Griinenberg was a 15th-century German knight, pilgrim, and author, known for his two

collections of coats of arms and his travel book about the Holy Land. In 1486, Griinenberg embarked
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on a journey to the Holy Land, and shortly after his return, he wrote the richly illustrated Description of a Journey from Constance to
Jerusalem.

Griinenberg provides a detailed guide to the main stops, distances, and holy sites along his journey. In addition to meticulously describing
the travel route, he also offers insights into the peoples of the East, dedicating considerable attention to the Georgians in his works:

There are also Christians in Jerusalem who are called Georgians (Jorgiten). They are a brave people, have their own kings and
princes, and are very strong, robust, and warlike. Their land lies around the Caspian mountains, bordering Persia, Media, and
Assyria. They hold great respect for the holy knight, Saint George, who is their primary patron. In battle, they carry flags with
crosses. They often travel to Jerusalem for pilgrimage to the holy places of Christ, and pay no tax or toll to the Saracens. They
travel with the banner of the cross before them, which the pagans must respect by order of the sultan, their king.

As we can see, the German traveler confirms the Georgians’ veneration of Saint George and also mentions twice that they carry flags

with crosses.

Great Eastern Embassy in Europe and Georgian Heraldry
An Eastern Embassy in Europe

In 1460-61, the residents of Western Europe were astonished by a strange and exotic sight: a delegation of foreign-looking ambassadors
from Eastern countries, led by the papal nuncio and Patriarch of Antioch, Ludovico da Bologna, paraded through the streets of Italian,
French, and Burgundian cities. Their presence created a significant stir wherever they went. According to Pope Pius II, ‘The ambassadors
differed not only in their ways but in their dress, so that everybody marveled at them. Wherever they went the populace stared and a crowd
of children followed them.” The chronicler of the city of Ghent writes that they were ‘the most strange and wonderful ambassadors you
ever saw.’

In May 1461, the ambassadors appeared before the Duke of Burgundy at Saint-Omer, where he was presiding over a chapter of the
Order of the Golden Fleece. Ludovico addressed the duke with an inspiring speech: “Here are the Magi come from the East towards the
star they have seen in the West, that is to say, towards you, whose puissance shines today so brightly, as far as the shores of the Orient,
illuminating there princes and nations and guiding them towards the true image of the God.”

The author of this iconic speech and the head of the embassy was Ludovico da Bologna, papal nuncio and member of the Franciscan
Order, “Patriarch without Patriarchy,” as he was gracefully dubbed by D. Paichadze. Ludovico was well-acquainted with the East, having
spent extensive periods in Jerusalem and gaining deep insights into Eastern politics. His expertise made him a valuable ally for the Popes
who were planning a crusade against the rising power of the Ottomans.

In 1456, following the orders of Pope Clement III, his nuncio Ludovico da Bologna arrived in Georgia. A reply letter from the Pope to
Qvarqvare, Atabag of Samtskhe, dated December 22, 1457, reveals that Ludovico met with him. During this meeting, Qvarqvare agreed to
a truce with other rulers of Georgia to open a united front against the Ottomans.

In October 1458, the new Pope Pius II reaffirmed the existing privileges of Ludovico da Bologna. Following his predecessor’s example,
he dispatched Ludovico to the East as a legate to form an anti-Ottoman coalition. In 1459, Ludovico arrived in Georgia and endeavored
to forge an alliance against the Ottomans. He successfully reconciled the Georgian kings and princes. This diplomatic achievement was
reported to the Duke of Burgundy in the November 1459 letters by both Qvarqvare the Atabag, and King George VIII of Eastern Georgia.

In 1460, Ludovico traveled to Europe with the Georgian ambassadors. He was also accompanied by ambassadors from Muslim states,
members of a coalition concerned about the growing power of the Ottomans. The ambassador of George VIII was Nicolo (Nikoloz of
Tbilisi), while Parsadan of Akhaltsikhe spoke for Qvarqvare. Mahmud Turkman represented the ruler of Aq-Qoyunlu, Uzun Hasan, and
the Armenian Morat represented the lord of Cilician Armenia. In Florence, they were joined by Michele Aleghieri, the ambassador of the
Emperor of Trebizond, who was a merchant from a renowned Florentine family and a descendant of Dante Aleghieri.

The embassy traveled to Europe from Western Georgia via the Don and Danube rivers, visiting Hungary, Germany, Italy, France, and
Flanders. In Hungary, they were received by King Matthias Corwin (1458-90), and in Vienna, by German Emperor Friedrich III (1452-
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93). They were honored by the local senates in Venice and Florence, and on December 20, 1460, they arrived in Rome, where Pope Pius
IT received them. In February 1461, the ambassadors returned to Florence, and in March, they visited Duke Francesco I Sforza (1450-66)
in Milan. By May, they were in France at the royal court of Charles VII (1422-61), and on May 23, Duke Philip the Good of Burgundy
(1419-67) hosted them in Saint-Omer.

According to local chronicles, they visited Lille on June 15, and were in Ghent on July 4, spending four days there. The ambassadors
stayed in Flanders until August 1461, accompanying Philip the Good to Reims. On August 15, they attended the coronation of the new
king of France, Louis XI (1461-83), where Louis XI was knighted by the Duke of Burgundy in Notre-Dame de Reims. Following this,
the King, the Duke, and others proceeded to knight about two hundred men. Du Clercq identifies the most influential individuals among
them and mentions three ambassadors of the king of Persia as well. It’s unclear who received this honour, but it’s evident that all three
couldn’t have been ambassadors of George VIII (the king of Persia), as Nikoloz of Tbilisi solely represented him. Presumably, they didn’t
knight the Muslim ambassadors but only the envoys of Christian states, totaling three — two Georgians (Nikoloz of Tbilisi and Parsadan
of Akhaltsikhe) and one Italian (Michele Alleghieri). Subsequently, the ambassadors journeyed back to Rome via Milan, reaching their
destination on November 20.

This embassy, traveling across Europe for two years, sparked considerable interest and is recounted in many sources, such as the
memoirs of Pius II, the chronicle of Jacques du Clercq, the Continuation of the Chronicle of Enguerrand de Monstrelet, the Chronicle of

Ghent, as well as documents preserved in various European archives.

Commonplace Book on Heraldry

The Yale University Library houses the manuscript Beinecke MS 648, which offers new, previously unknown information about the
embassy’s stay in France and Burgundy. Known as the “Commonplace book on heraldry,” the manuscript is written in French in the Gothic
Bastarda script. Initially owned by Baron Ferdinand Hoffman von Griinbiichel and Strechau (1540-1607), it later resided in the library of
the Princes Dietrichstein in Moravia, and was acquired by the Beinecke Library in 1984. The author and compiler of this manuscript is
Jean Faucquet, a scribe from Saint-Omer, whose name is associated with an episode from the wars of succession in Western Europe at the
end of the 15th century.

The death of Mary of Burgundy in 1482, the sole heir of Charles the Bold (1467-77), the last Duke of Burgundy, ignited a struggle for
her succession between her husband, Maximilian of Austria, and the French king. On the night of May 27, 1487, a few residents of Saint-
Omer, one of the main towns in the County of Artois, opened their gates and surrendered the town to the French army. A couple of years
later, another group of citizens conspired and, on February 17, 1489, returned the city to the Burgundians. After capturing Saint-Omer,
the Burgundians were able to reconquer other nearby towns and fortresses. The leader of this conspiracy was the author of the present
manuscript, the energetic and resourceful city scribe, Jean Faucquet. In return for his services, Jean Faucquet, who was an ordinary citizen,
was raised to the nobility by Maximilian in 1497, who by that time succeeded his father as Emperor.

The manuscript in question was likely completed at the turn of the 15th and 16th centuries. The most recent paper used in it was
produced in the 1490s, although there are also papers from 1452 and the 1460s to 1470s. The latest document mentioned in the text dates
back to 1497, indicating a timeframe around 1500. There is no doubt that the author of the manuscript is Jean Faucquet, as his name
appears numerous times both in the texts themselves and in the notes. This is further supported by the abundance of signatures and marks
of ownership observed throughout the manuscript, and its content itself.

The manuscript is divided into three parts, each focusing on heraldry, the duties of heralds, and the nobility. The first section contains an
armorial, preceded by an explanation of heraldic colours, and accompanied by a treatise on the art of blazoning. It features 456 exquisitely
designed coats of arms. The second part comprises a collection of personal papers of Jean Faucquet and ballads authored by him, dedicated
to the Virgin Mary and Maximilian of Austria. It includes a brief discourse on heraldic colours, followed by an account of an Eastern
(Turkish in the text) embassy present in Saint-Omer in 1461, illustrated with splendid coats of arms. In the third and final part of the
manuscript, there is a widely recognized collection of heralds, the revised edition of the “Burgundian Compendium.”

The manuscript reveals the author’s passion for coats of arms. Several details suggest that he himself designed coats of arms. For
instance, a notation beneath the coat of arms of the “Sultan of Samaria” states that it was crafted by Jean Faucquet in 1488. The second

section of the texts furnishes intricate insights into the author’s position and aspirations. It contains personal documents and extensive

295



303330 6ImBI300

correspondence with Maximilian of Austria, to whom a subsequent panegyric ballad is dedicated.
The records demonstrate that Jean Faucquet pursued social advancement through various means, a
goal he attained when Maximilian I ennobled him and granted him a coat of arms.

The section of the manuscript detailing the visit of the Eastern ambassadors holds the greatest
interest for us. It’s possible that, as a resident of Saint-Omer, Jean Faucquet attended the official
reception of the ambassadors in his town. However, he would have been quite young at the time.
Perhaps, as a scribe, he also made use of the city’s archives.

The narrative presented here aligns with and echoes the accounts found in other European
chronicles in many respects, yet it stands out due to numerous noteworthy details and unique
information unavailable elsewhere. Notably, it provides a detailed description of the reception of
the Duke of Burgundy and the events of that period, as well as the depiction of the ambassadors’
portraits in the chapel of St. Catherine at the Abbey of Saint-Bertin, not to mention the description
of the ambassadors’ coats of arms.

The description of the ambassadors’ visit to St. Omer begins with a brief paragraph at the end of

folio 76r of the manuscript:

An embassy from Turkey arrived in France to visit King Charles de Valois, the King of
France. This embassy soon proceeded to the good Duke Philippe, the Duke of Burgundy,
etc., to his town of Saint-Omer, where his Order of the Fleece was being held at that

time.

On folios 76v and 77r, the coats of arms of the members of the coalition and their representatives
are depicted in pairs alongside brief inscriptions: Pius Il (Papa Pius Secundus) alongside Ludovico da
Bologna (/ll. Frater Ludouicus, partriarche D’Anthioce I'ambassadeur dudict Pius Papa Secundus);
David Komnenos (Dauid Imperado ral de Trapsondia) with Michele Alleghieri (Michael de Ligere
conte palatin, Ambassadeur de |’empereur de Trapsonde dessudict); George VIII (Georgio alexandrio
Roy de perse) with Nikoloz of Tbilisi (Meollo, conseillio en la cite de Tessis); Uzun Hasan (Assamberc
soldan de Messaptania) with Mahmud Turkman (Macomut, son ambassadeur, Turck); Qvarqvare the
Atabag (Gongora duc de Jorganya) with Parsadan (Chosquauam son Ambassadeur); Lord of Cilician
Armenia (Vartbec, duc d’Arminya) with Morat (Morat son ambassadeur). (Figs. 149 and 150)

Heraldry of the Embassy

It has been stated above that our manuscript also includes the coats of arms of the Eastern Embassy.
Primarily, it should be noted that Jean Faucquet accurately portrays the coats of arms of the Pope,
the Emperor of Trebizond, and, notably, Uzun Hassan of the White Sheep:

The coat of arms of Pius II, born Enea Silvio Bartolomeo Piccolomini, features the ancestral
shield of the Piccolomini family (Argent, on a cross Azure five crescents Or). It is surmounted by
the papal tiara and the crossed keys of St. Peter; (fig. 151)

The coat of arms of the Emperor of Trebizond displays a golden double-headed eagle against a
red background (fig. 152), commonly seen on portolan charts as a symbol of the Empire of Trebizond
(fig. 153);

Furthermore, provided below are the personal coats of arms of their representatives, Ludovico da
Bologna and Michele Alleghieri;

Following that is the coat of arms of George, son of Alexander, the “king of Persia” (Eastern

Georgia), which displays a red cross on a white field; (fig. 154)
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On the golden shield of Uzun Hasan’s coat of arms, a dark (blue) tamgha is depicted (fig. 155).
This tamgha belongs to the Bayandur clan, which, according to Mahmud al-Kashghari, represents
the falcon. The Bayandur were the predominant tribe of the White Sheep Turkoman confederation,
and the Ag-Qoyunlu sultans also hailed from this tribe. Since the time of Qara Usman, the founder
of the Ag-Qoyunlu state, the tamgha of the Bayandur tribe has served as a symbol of the state and
has been utilized in inscriptions, coins, flags, and official documents (fig. 156);

The coat of arms of the “Duke of Georgia,” Qvarqvare the Atabag, is rather intricate, featuring
a shield barry of four Argent and Azure, a chief Or, overall the Savior riding a horse Or (fig. 157).

This coat of arms follows a hierarchical ranking: the coat of arms of Trebizond bears a lofty
imperial crown, while that of George VIII displays a lower royal crown. In contrast, the coat of arms
of the Atabag (duke) lacks a crown and concluds solely with a cross.

The accurately depicted coats of arms of both European and Byzantine rulers, as well as the distant
Asian ruler Uzun Hasan, suggest that Jean Faucquet likely received information about them either
directly from the eastern ambassadors or from the archival materials they left behind. This implies
that the Georgian coat of arms presented by Faucquet faithfully represents the truth. The authenticity
of the coats of arms is further underscored by the fact that the author has left blank shields in place of
the coats of arms for the Georgian and Muslim ambassadors, while the personal shields of Ludovico
da Bologna and Michele Alleghieri are positioned beneath their respective suzerains (the Pope and
the Emperor of Trebizond). This accurately reflects the state of Georgian heraldry at that time, when
individuals did not yet possess coats of arms, and Muslim ambassadors similarly lacked their own
coats of arms.

So far, this marks the first instance where European armorial displays heraldically and historically
accurate Georgian coats of arms, with the direct source likely being the Georgian ambassadors
themselves.

These Georgian coats of arms clearly suggest that the origins of the symbols, born out of Georgia’s
disintegration, trace back to the heraldry of the unified era. Considering that European portolans
depicted the Kingdom of Georgia with the red five-cross flag, and recalling the flag of the Kartli
Kingdom, originating from this design, featured four large crosses in each canton, as described in the
late 16th century, we are led to believe that the coats of arms of George VIII and Qvarqvare II the
Atabag also share a common foundation: both of these are outcomes of the dissolution of the unified
Georgian standard (i.e., five red crosses on a white background). It appears that King George, ruling
over Eastern Georgia (Kartl-Kakheti), opted for a central red cross (the heraldic St. George) on a
white background, and on Samtskhe-Saatabago’s coat of arms, the depiction of the Savior himself
alludes to the five crosses (as a heraldic representation of Christ).

The Georgian coats of arms presented in the Burgundian heraldry book, akin to those documented
in Conrad Griinenberg’s 1483 Wappenbuch, ought to be considered the earliest renditions of Georgian
heraldry created by a European heraldist. However, unlike Griinenberg, whose coats of arms embody
imaginary heraldry and deviate from reality, Jean Faucquet had access to high-quality information

about Georgian coats of arms, leading to the authenticity of the coats of arms he produced.

Henri de Rohan and the Georgian State Flag

In the anonymous work Interets et maximes des princes & des estats souverains, published in
Cologne in 1666, there is interesting information about the Georgian state symbol in the Middle

Ages. According to this work, Georgians used the Jerusalem cross as their coat of arms. The

significance of this information is particularly noteworthy, given the scarcity of narrative data
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regarding the Georgians’ use of the five-cross flag, unless we consider the data from the Portolan sea
charts that are still under discussion to date.

The aforementioned work is attributed to Henri de Rohan (1579-1638), the Duke of Rohan
and Prince of Lyons, who belonged to one of the oldest noble French families. Surrounded by
intellectuals and scholars since childhood, Henri prepared for a military career and participated in
military campaigns from the age of 18. In his youth, he extensively traveled, visiting Germany, Italy,
Austria, Hungary, the Netherlands, England, and Scotland between 1599 and 1601.

After the death of King Henri IV of France (1589-1610), Henri de Rohan became the leader of
the French Calvinist Protestants (Huguenots). He opposed the royal throne three times with arms in
hand when it began to oppress the Huguenots. This series of rebellions is sometimes referred to as the
Rohan Wars. After the defeat of the rebellion, de Rohan was forced to seek refuge in Venice. During
the Thirty Years” War (1618-48), France required his services again. In 1631, at Richelieu’s request,
he was assigned to guard the Valtellina Pass in Lombardy. In 1635, Henri de Rohan simultaneously
fought the Spanish and Austrian armies, defeating them four times in a row. In 1636, de Rohan
shifted hostilities to the Lombardy region, defeating the Spaniards for the fifth time, capturing Lake
Como, and opening the way to Milan. He met his end in 1638, mortally wounded in the Battle of
Reinfelden while fighting alongside the Saxons, allies of France.

Henri de Rohan is rightly considered one of the greatest military commanders of the 17th century.
During three civil wars, always outnumbered, he resisted the army of one of the most powerful
kingdoms in Europe. In Italy, he defeated the armies of the Holy Roman Empire and Spain five
times. He was also a prolific writer, producing memoir literature such as Voyage du duc de Rohan
and Mémoires du duc de Rohan, as well as military and political treatises like Le Parfait Capitaine
and De [’intérét des princes et états de la chretienté. During his travels, Henri de Rohan acquainted
himself with the ruling circles of Europe and gained insight into their interests, contributing to an
adequate understanding of the geopolitical reality of the era. His work De [’intérét des princes et
états de la chrétienté is a groundbreaking study of the driving forces of political life. De Rohan was
the first European writer to develop a theory of self-interest as a guiding force in human activity.
Henri, an educated man, corresponded with European intellectuals and carried part of his personal
library on his travels. His writings are considered the best examples of 17th-century memoir genre
literature. A man of “pen and sword,” as Pierre and Solange Deyon called him, and to whose death
Voltaire dedicated an epitaph, “Henri de Rohan belonged to those great commanders who possessed
both the qualities of Caesar, the art of winning and the art of writing.”

Considering that history was Henri de Rohan’s main intellectual pursuit since childhood, it is not
surprising that he had insight into the affairs of Eastern Christianity. During his exile, Rohan even
planned to purchase the island of Cyprus from the Ottomans and had connections with Patriarch Kirill
of Constantinople. Cyprus and the East appealed to him due to his connection with the Lusignans,
whose ancestry he proudly acknowledged. The references to Georgia in Interets et maximes des
princes & des estats souverains are likely manifestations of these interests, where he attempted to
explain how the five crosses of Jerusalem appeared on the Georgian flag. This fact itself appears to

have been known to Europeans for a long time.

Flag of Simon I
In 1588, Marco Antonio Abagaro, an Armenian by birth and serving as a translator for the Roman

Curia, compiled a detailed report based on the account of Alexander, the ambassador of King Simon
I of Kartli. He presented this report to Cardinal Giulio Antonio Santorio. The document discusses the
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geography, environmental conditions, customs, and qualities of the Georgian people, as well as their
military potential and the current political situation. The report from King Simon I’s ambassador
provides information about the king’s standard:

Among the many luxurious flags brought to war, the flag of the king is the richest and
most beautiful; it consists of four parts of fine red cloth embroidered with gold, with
a beautiful cross depicted on each part, and above is a royal crown ornamented with

precious stones and pearls.

According to the description of Simon I’s ambassador, the red flag of the King of Kartli is divided
into four parts, each with a cross depicted on it (Fig. 164).

The significance of this information cannot be overstated. This is the first written evidence
confirmed by the Georgian side, that the Georgians indeed used five-crossed flags, verifying that
the portolan data regarding five-crossed flags in Georgia is accurate. We learn that, in the second
half of the 16th century, during the reign of Simon I, the tradition of using the five-cross flag was
still maintained in the Kingdom of Kartli. The report does not specify the colours of the crosses on
the flag, but they may have been white or at least golden, with gold embroidery. Regardless of the
colour — whether golden, white, or any other — it does not change the core fact: the crosses on all four

corners of the flag support the five-cross composition!

Some Thoughts on the Flag of the Georgian Monarchy

Below are my reflections on the potential evolution of the origin, design, and name of the flag of
the unified Georgian monarchy. Here, I will focus solely on the possible trajectory leading to its final
form — the five-cross design.

In the charts of Pietro Vesconte from 1320, 1321, and 1325, as well as Perrino Vesconte in
1327, flags are depicted within the territory of Georgia. These flags display a central cross with four
bezants, or discs, in its quadrants. However, beginning with Angelino Dulceti’s portolan of 1339,
flags featuring five red crosses appear over Tbilisi and Sokhumi. This raises an intriguing question:
why do the Georgian flags on the portolans of the 1320s feature four bezants, and why are these
replaced by crosses in 1339?

This variation might be attributed to the peculiarities of cartographer Pietro Vesconte and his
workshop, if not for one significant detail: the identical cross-with-bezants motif is evident in the
insignia of Georgia’s highest authorities during the 12th and 13th centuries, appearing on royal
decrees, stone pillars, and coinage. This indicates that the portolan maps of the time reflected
historical reality and that the Georgian flag underwent a transformation during this period.

If we reconstruct the sequence of events, we find that, starting in the latter half of the 11th century,
the Jerusalem cross with four dots began appearing on Georgian royal documents, used by monarchs
such as George II and David the Builder. This adoption of the Jerusalem cross by the Georgian
royal government was likely inspired by Byzantine practices. Regarding Byzantine five-element
compositions, it is noteworthy that, in the 11th century, flags featuring crosses and bezants became
symbols of imperial authority. A mid-11th-century Byzantine psalter (Vat. gr. 752), preserved in the
Vatican Library, is a luxurious manuscript of nearly 500 pages, adorned with 220 gold miniatures.
Precisely dated to 1058-59, its author and commissioner remain unknown, but it is undoubtedly
a “royal text,” portraying David as the archetypal king — a common representation in Byzantine

imperial ideology. A cross with bezants is depicted on the banner in three miniatures of the psalter.
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In two of these, the flag accompanies the Byzantine emperor (Figs. 165, 166, and 167). This flag also
appears in another Byzantine manuscript housed at St. Catherine’s Monastery on Mount Sinai. This
manuscript, the Book of Job from the 10th-11th centuries, is one of the most significant illustrated
works in the Sinai collection. In one scene, a flag is depicted featuring a red field with a gold cross
adorned with four gold bezants (Ms Sinaiticus Gr. 3, f. 29v). (Fig. 168).

It is evident that the flags and scenes depicted in these manuscripts were inspired by real-life
symbols. Discussing biblical narratives illustrated in Byzantine miniatures, George Dennis notes
that the flags depicted represent actual historical banners. The identical design of the flags across
various manuscripts — a gold cross on a red field with four gold bezants — indicates that they portray
the same imperial standard. Notably, this arrangement of colours appears three centuries later on the
imperial flag of the Palaiologos dynasty, underscoring a deeply rooted Byzantine tradition. The flag’s
red field and gold cross remained consistent, while the figures on the cross arms evolved (bezants
replaced by the letter “B”), though their gold colour endured. All evidence points to this being the
Byzantine imperial flag of the 11th century.

We know how swiftly Byzantine imagery influenced Georgian culture, particularly the symbols
of imperial authority. From the reign of David III Curopalates onward, Georgian monarchs sought
to emulate Byzantine emperors in external splendor, ruler cults, titulature, and more. During the
era of David the Builder, a highly refined system of royal representation emerged, deeply inspired
by Byzantine models and the imperial cult of Constantinople. Yet David successfully stepped out
of Byzantium’s shadow, adapting its symbols to suit his own objectives. The weakening of the
Byzantine Empire gave David IV the opportunity to appropriate its symbols. As evidenced by his
coinage, David IV claimed the title of emperor and adopted various imperial regalia, including the
imperial crown (stemma), scepter, orb (globus cruciger), bison, and maniakion. It is also plausible
that he adopted the imperial flag bearing the Jerusalem cross, replacing Byzantium’s gold-and-red
banner with a red-and-white flag. In this flag, the Savior’s five wounds were symbolized by a cross
and four bezants, following Byzantine tradition. This transition was likely facilitated by the Georgian
kings’ long-standing practice of featuring such crosses on royal documents.

Regarding the flag with five crosses, portolan charts confirm its presence in Georgia beginning in
the fourth decade of the 14th century, a period corresponding to the reign of George V the Brilliant.
It is difficult to determine the extent to which this development is connected to King George V’s
acquisition of the Church of the Resurrection. While this event may have served as an impetus, the
primary influence likely stemmed from Western heraldic and vexillological traditions, which by then
had firmly established the five-cross composition associated with Jerusalem. It is possible that the
Georgian king, following the example of his illustrious ancestor, embraced the prevailing Christian
trend. By making a subtle modification to the flag, he introduced a more striking and expressive
version of the Jerusalem cross — a design that had already adorned the facades of Georgian churches
and monasteries for centuries. (Fig. 169)

The evolution of flags and heraldic symbols across Byzantium, the Crusader East, and Georgia
can be summarized as follows:

— The precursors to the Crusaders five-cross flag were Byzantine five-figure compositions,
featuring a cross with bezants.

— This design, a cross with four bezants, was successfully adopted by both Catholic Europe and
Orthodox Georgia, drawing from the Roman and Byzantine Empires.

— In 11th-century Byzantium, a red flag adorned with a golden cross and four golden bezants
emerged as the imperial standard.

— By the early 12th century, inspired by Byzantine examples, David the Builder introduced the
white-and-red Jerusalem flag in Georgia during his efforts to establish an empire.
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— The transition from four Byzantine bezants to five crosses reflects a geometric regularity observed in both Western and Eastern
Christianity, including Georgia.

— By the late 13th and early 14th centuries, the five-cross design had become a symbol of Jerusalem in Western heraldry.

— The earliest vexillological records from the Vesconte group of portolans in the 1320s depict Georgian flags featuring a cross and four
bezants. These portolan records are corroborated by Georgian sources, such as royal deeds, stone pillars, and coinage.

— From the 1330s onward, flags with five crosses began to appear in Georgian territories. Georgia seems to have followed Western
trends, incorporating the five-cross design into its state symbolism. This transition would have been a logical step for the Bagrationi
dynasty, who consistently sought to emphasize their connection to Christ and Jerusalem.

Whatever the specific reasons for the emergence of the flag with five crosses, its result is clear: by the 1330s, the cross-and-bezants
flag of the 12th and 13th centuries had evolved into the five-cross flag, while retaining its original colours and overall composition.
This transformation is neither unusual nor unexpected; it mirrors the natural evolution of many significant heraldic symbols worldwide,

including the gold-and-silver Jerusalem cross itself.

Afterword

The intense controversy surrounding Georgia’s five-cross flag becomes less surprising when we recognize that the flag is the most
significant political symbol in the modern world. This simple graphic emblem evokes powerful emotions, fears, and hopes, which is why
flags have been subjects of long and heated debates across every continent — from Germany to South Africa to Canada. For instance, the
Flaggenstreit (flag dispute) in Germany following the First World War, where the black-red-gold flag of the 1848 revolution clashed with
the imperial black-white-red flag, became so contentious that it contributed to the resignation of Chancellor Hans Luther in 1926.

At the same time, the endless debates over the state flag are evidently detrimental to such an important national emblem. Whitney Smith,
the founder of scientific vexillology and the originator of the term, recognized the profound symbolism and power of flags. He wrote:
“Innuendo, slander, humiliation, exaggerated or distorted attribution, and similar tactics are common in all political intercourse. When
they are applied to flags, there is a tendency for those symbols to lose the sacred (or at least majestic) qualities which are essential to their
effectiveness in binding people in a common cause, reinforcing ideological principles, and inspiring sacrifice.”

Among all non-verbal symbols, flags are uniquely capable of attracting and transmitting an emotional charge, making them central to
rituals and ceremonies. A national flag tells the story of a country’s past and highlights events that have been pivotal in shaping its identity.
However, this narrative is not always historically accurate. Flag traditions, rules, and ceremonies, often shaped by government propaganda,
play a significant role in shaping public thought and behavior. The principles a flag embodies can inspire devotion, even self-sacrifice,
among its people.

Today, the five-cross flag is widely embraced by the majority of Georgia’s population. Its striking artistic design and flawless geometric
composition contribute to its uniqueness and distinction among the world’s many flags.

In the end, what do these five crosses represent? They symbolize Christianity and its central figure, Jesus Christ — a cornerstone of
identity for both the Georgian nation and its royal dynasty. No other symbol, like the five crosses of Jerusalem, so precisely, succinctly, and
beautifully encapsulates the history of the Georgian people, who, as Mikheil Tamarashvili eloquently put it, are “an eternal crusader” and

whose “history is an eternal martyrology.”
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